


Welcome 

Song: “He’s God the Whole World in His Hands” 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-4 (CEB) 

When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the 

entire house where they were si!ing. They saw what seemed to be 

individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. They were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit 

enabled them to speak. 

Message: “God’s Love is for Everyone” 

Have you ever gone to a county or state fair? If so, take a moment to 

remember what it was like: lots of people walking around, going on rides, 

delicious aromas of food truck offerings, and a festive atmosphere. This is 

the description we find in Acts where the people have gathered in 

Jerusalem for the feast of Shavuot which takes place fi#y days a#er the 

Jewish Passover (thus Pentecost). This is a religious feast celebrating the 

first harvest and thanking God for the blessing of food. I remember being 

in Jerusalem even when there wasn’t a festival taking place, yet there were 

plenty of street vendors selling their hand-made items and homemade 

foods. It was there that I tasted some of the most delicious, fresh baked 

bread – really delicious – Yummmmmm. 

  

Anyway, thinking of our own experience at a fair, we can, perhaps imagine 

the great celebration that took place on that day we now call Pentecost. 

While crowds of people were celebrating, eating, singing and dancing in 

the streets, a 120 or so followers of Jesus were gathered together praying 

and waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit. Out in the streets, there 

were Jewish folks from countries all around Israel who had made the 

pilgrimage to celebrate Shavuot, so there were many different languages 

being spoken that probably caused communication to be challenging. 

However, this huge and very diverse group of people had all arrived with 

one purpose in mind:  to give thanks to God for the gi#s of life.



We can only imagine the difficulty in communication, and in the midst of it 

all, these Jesus follows were together in a large room praying and praying 

and waiting for the Holy Spirit to arrive, as Jesus had promised.  In Acts 1, 

verse 8, Jesus said, “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (NRSV) But they must have 

asked, “How are they supposed to do it?”  They didn’t know for sure, but 

they could trust Jesus’ promise that he would send the Holy Spirit to 

empower them, and they knew they had a task: share the love of God in 

Christ Jesus with others. 

I don’t know about you, but my experience of the Holy Spirit has been 

fairly quiet, subtle, and o#en a gradual realization. Biblical passages o#en 

describe the presence of the Spirit as a gentle dove. Surprise! This was 

totally unexpected! Here we find a powerful entrance of the Spirit who 

rushed in like a violent – not just gentle, but violent wind! Then tongues 

that looked like fire rested on the heads of the followers of Jesus, and 

they had one of the fastest Rose!a Stone language classes ever! 

Suddenly, they were able to speak in many languages – the languages of 

the people who were in Jerusalem! They were clearly given the power to 

share the Good News through whatever language was needed to reach 

the people who were outside at the festival. A violent wind certainly got 

everyone’s a!ention, and then the followers of Jesus emerged – spilled 

into the streets to share the that GOD’s LOVE IS FOR EVERYONE! Jesus 

died and was raised from the dead so we could have life eternal! No one 

is excluded! Everyone is given the gi# of love, no ma!er where they live or 

what language they speak! 

It would be like going to another country where no one spoke English, and 

then suddenly being able to understand what they were saying! And, 

remember, Jesus told his followers that they would be empowered to 

share this good news with the entire world. The church of Jesus Christ 

may have been born inside a building, but when the Holy Spirit filled them 



with joy, they couldn’t stay inside! They ran into the streets, sharing the 

good news to all who could hear, and all could understand! God’s love 

is for everyone! Such Good News is too great to keep to ourselves! 

We just never know when the Holy Spirit will work or how. O#en, it is 

when we least expect it, and we certainly can’t control when the Spirit 

moves. The Spirit empowers us to BE the church in the world. Our 

proclamation is to not only grow in faith, but also to share the love of 

God with others.  

So, what does that look like for us in this day and age? Where do we 

see the Spirit at work today? As commentator Audrey West asks: 

“Could it be on the young persons we fear we cannot reach, the older 

persons we fear will not try something new, the marginalized persons 

we too o#en do not even notice? If we watch and listen for the Spirit 

moving among them, perhaps we will hear them speaking, dreaming, 

envisioning, being caught up in the power of the living God.” (found at 

Text This Week under commentaries for today’s passage.) 

Maybe we can’t speak other languages, (pause) – wait! Maybe we do. 

We have the language of tweets, blogs, Facebook, and other digital 

media. We have the language of love in our songs, hymns, sermons, 

handshake, hug, smile, and the very essence of our mission and 

ministry as a church. We have the language of love in the ways we care 

for each other and others. We have the language of love in our 

outreach to the community and the world.  

We are fluent in the language of love, and every single one of us 

certainly can share that love of God with others that is respect, caring, 

walking with the other person, and sharing words of support, comfort, 

or celebration with them. That is what it’s all about. We reflect the love 

of God in the way we live our lives and through our words and actions. 

It is in sharing God’s love with others, near and far – at church and in 

the community, locally and in the world that we continue the work of



Jesus in the world – yes, the WORLD! God’s love is for EVERYONE! We 

begin where we are, and we keep moving out. The church doesn’t stay 

inside but disperses into our world to BE the church. So, Happy Birthday, 

Church of Jesus Christ! Go out – BE the Church! Hallelujah! 

Prayer: 

On this amazing day, Spirit of God, we are reminded that you rushed in to 

empower the followers of Jesus to carry on his work in our world as your 

Church. We are part of that Church, and we seek your guidance and 

direction faithfully share the love of God with others, near and far. Lead 

us, guide us, and keep us on track, Holy Spirit. We believe that God’s love 

is everywhere! Open our eyes, hearts, and mind to hear and share that 

message with others. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer: (interpreted by Fred F. Keip) 

Indwelling God, infused throughout all existence, we honor you with many 

names. Your realm is within the human heart. We accept life for all that it 

can be, on earth as throughout all creation. 

May we continue to draw sustenance from this earth, and may we receive 

forgiveness equal to our own. 

May we ever move from separation toward union, to live in grace, with 

love in our hearts, forever and ever, Amen. 

                 

Hymn: “They’ll Know We are Christians” (FWS #2223) 

Video: God’s Love is for Everyone!
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