


THEREFOREUIE YOU BRING
YOUR GIFT TO THE ALTAR,
AND THERE REMEMBER.
THAT YOUR BROTHER HAS

SOMETHING AGAINST YOU,
LEAVE YOUR GIFT THERE
BEFORE THE ALTAR, AND GO
YOUR WAY. FIRST BE
RECONCILED TO YOUR
BROTHER, AND THEN COME
AND OFFER YOUR GIFT.
MATTHEW 5:23-24

Dear Friends,

Lent is about forgiveness, reconciliation, and renewal. It’s a journey of growing in
faith as we walk with Jesus through the final days of his life on earth, and it is also a
time for learning about what we need to change in order to live life more fully as

God'’s children.

Part of the learning process is remembering what it means to communicate
effectively, as well as find ways to “get right” with God and each other. In the
passage above, we are reminded that, before offering our gifts to God, we should
find ways to be in right relationship with God and others. When we communicate, we
need to talk to the other person and try to bring about reconciliation or clarity in
our interactions. That means talking DIRECTLY to them, not telling someone else.
As difficult as that may seem, it is the most honorable way to show respect for the
other person and work through issues.

During this Lenten season, let us find ways to continue to build relationships that are
wholesome, healthy, and loving.

Blessings, Rev. Deb
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FUMC DAILY UPDATES &

40 DAYS - 40 PICS FACEBOOK CAMPAIGN
The Daily updates continue to be a powerful
way of staying connected and engaged with not
only our church family but our entire
community of friends. The current Lenten
Journey campaign of 40 days - 40 pics is
stretching all of us to reflect on the powerful
words but also to be creative in how these
words come to life for us in that moment
through a picture that is shared in the
comments section. Here are some examples of
the engagement and fun our community is

having...JOIN US by friending us on Facebook.

COLLABORATION SERIES

We have partnered with Eliot UMC and St.
Mark's UMC congregations in a Lenten video
series that uses the talents of each
congregation in providing monologues, special
music, readings and more. You can watch the
series by logging into https://www.eliotumc.org
each Wednesday evening at 7 pm. Let the
church office know if you would be willing to
participate in the next partnership as we look
at doing more projects together.



https://www.eliotumc.org

el ——
haamy b W
A s g

T o st Mavas doaded bogo e
B el el i

Roading of the 'Wned

Ny rwrs & Casvewer: wa vher -

e AR N e
2T vrvagegre o wen whh on smvbeee bt
i bt bl s WA N o b
coh en e Pame i) Bos o
e o
LR Mk Do o Gl Bt S
b obhed b rying Bo e md
1 e el A e

- VAL T e by

LITURGIST SIGN UP

Can YOU HELP?..we are looking for
volunteers to help bring diversity into our
virtual worship services. You can either join
us at the church at 10 am on Saturday or
record if from the comfort of your own
home as long as you can send it to Bevan via

your iPhone or computer. Please sign up @
https://signup.com/go/RrbfxUv.

Questions? Contact Rev. Deb.

PLEDGES AND DONATIONS

While the sanctuary doors might appear to
be closed we are very much OPEN and
continue our community outreach with your
support through prayers, pledges and
donations and for that we thank you! We've
added some new way to make GIVING
easier on our website fumcportsmouth.com



https://signup.com/go/RrbfxUv
http://fumcportsmouth.com

SurveyMonkey-

FOR KIDS - BY KIDS SUNDAYS
The Church Council is excited to announce

that we will be starting a new program every
2nd Sunday of the month that will be
dedicated to our FUMC children.

We are currently working out the program
details regarding video aspects, music, fun
activities etc for our kids to experience and
share with us. More details to come.

SURVEY MONKEY

We want to thank each of you for
responding to our first FUMC “survey
monkey”. The purpose of a survey like this
is to better understand the changing needs/
wants of our community as we continue to
evolve our ministry. We will continue to
utilize these surveys as an opportunity to
strengthen our connection and
communication with each other. If you
would like to see the results of the survey
please reach out to the church office.



WELCOME
CHRISTINE

SUNDAY MORNING ZOOM

What a wonderful feeling logging into the zoom
call each Sunday and see all the familiar faces that
would “normally” greet us at Sunday morning
worship. Staying connected is so important and
one way of doing that is by joining us on Sunday
mornings at 10 am. Everyone is sent the ZOOM
details from Rev. Deb and if you don't know how
to get logged in PLEASE ask by calling the church
office...it’s super easy. We have great discussions
on the scripture for the week, as well as a time to
catch up with each other and connect as we
support each other as a church family. JOIN US!

SPRC ZOOM MEETING

SPRC will have their ZOOM meeting on
Wednesday, March 31 at 6:30 pm. We are pleased
to announce that Christine Williams is our new
Chairperson of the committee, with Kevin
Fickenscher, Marilyn Stebbins, Linda Reiber,
Cathy VanReenen, Sue Richards, and Sue Sarosiek
as Lay Leader serving on the committee. If there
are any concerns that need to be brought to the
committee concerning the Pastor, staff, or
interactions between congregants, please let
Christine know.
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RECOGNITION OF VOLUNTEERS “

This month, we recognize the group of individuals who have been working hard inside the church
building painting, laying tile, doing repairs, and so many other activities to “spruce up” our facility.
The list is long, so trying to name everyone might mean missing someone. However, we especially
thank David Richards and the Finance/Trustees committee for organizing everything, and we thank
all those who have shown up during work sessions to help.

Also, a special shout-out to the Sillanpaa family for their work last year when they stripped, waxed
and polished the floor in Sanborn Hall.

Thank you to everyone who has been part making this happen.



WARRIOI

NEEDED

Jen Patria Harry Junkins
Bill Stover Fred Walton
Naomi Sophia

Erin Frane Barbara Glidden

Jim Slater Bobbie Noble
Charles Gilman Dan Strange
Barbara Clement Danny Westbrook

The family of Jeanne Westcott
The family of Bill and Gayle Gardei

Jen - Stebbins daughter-in-law
Front line workers
Our Denomination

Our Country
Our Church family
Those in nursing and assisted living care
Those who have lost loved ones to COVID



SAFELY HOML

[ am home in Heaven, dear ones;
Oh, =0 happy and so bhright!

There is perlect joy and besuly
[n Chis everlasting light.

All the pain and priel is over,
Fvevy restless tossing passed;

I am now av prace forever,
Safely home in Heaven at last.

Did you wonder T so calmiy
Trod the valley of the shuade?

Oh! but desus’ love illunined
Every dack and fearful glade.

And He came IIimsell Lo meet me
[n thal way so hard Lo Lreadd;
And with Jesus’ arm Lo lean on,
Could T have one doubt or dread?

Then youn musl noi prieve so anrely,
For T love you dearly siill:

Try Lo look bevond earkh’s shadows,
Pray to tensl our Father's Will,

‘here 18 work still waiting for vou,
So yvou must not idly stand;

Do it now, while life remainerh—
You shall rest in Jesus’ land,

When that work s 218 compleved,
He will genuly eull yvou Humne;

Oh, Lhe rapivre of Lhat mecting,
Oh, the joy to see vou come!

SAFELY HOME

This past month three of our beloved church family
members have been greeted by our Heavenly Father
saying welcome home. While they are not physically
with us they have left a lasting imprint of kindness,
empathy, joy, faith and love on us all.

Thank you Bill & Gayle Gardei and Jeanne Westcott for
sharing your love and generosity of your God given
talents with us throughout the years. May we continue
to do the work set before us...and oh, the joy when we
meet up again.




Barbara Clement
Riverside Rest Home
276 County Farm Rd #304

-~ Dover,NH 03820.

OUR FAMILY

O CAN'T MAKE IT TO CHURC

A card can make a big difference in someone’s day!

Barbara Sylvester
g 346 Pleasant St. #254
" Portsmouth, NH 03801
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KIDS FIRST OUTREACH

2020 was indeed a very challenging year for
everyone but for some it has had serious
consequences. Because of YOU and through
the FUMC KIDS FIRST outreach program we

have become a lifeline for our local at risk

kids.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?...

You can use the website “GIVE” tab, use the
QR code or write a check noting KIDS FIRST

donation for all options. Wednesday is

donation drop off day from 10 - 2 pm.

Thanks for making a difference!



GIVING
MADE

EASIER!

We have added two
digital ways you can
now send your FUMC
pledge or give a
donation to the
church for any of the
following giving
opportunities:

- My Pledge
- Kids First Fund
- General Fund
- Building Fund

Here's how...

1.] Visit our website at

fumcportsmouth.com

and follow the 3 steps
shown to the right.

OR...

2.] Point your phone
camera on the QR
code below to view

the online PayPal
donation page.

£ ll

|-

ITIS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN
TO RECEIVE ~ ACTS 20:35

Ed1

AL Our Core we g5 enpatnetic, loving numan beings are hard-wired to
give o others. The more we #ive, the hagpar we feel. Throaeh our
penarous giving of cur monetary and human resourcas we are able to
make a difference within the commurity and the world, Thark you for
Aelping us make that differeneel

WAYSTO GIVE:

GIVE ONLINE -

MAIL A CHECK - Chocles made payable ta “First United Mothaodist
Churelh” can be mailed 1o

Firet Urited Methodist Church - 122 Miller Avenue Portsmcuta, NH
03301

FUNDS YOU CAN GIVE TOWARDS: Mizsions KIDS FIRET ar Gemural

Any questions you might have on you can making a differance through
your gwing pleasagiveus 3 call at 6034365038



http://fumcportsmouth.com

PALM SUNDAY
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PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY 202

Will be available for you to pick-up in front of J L E N T

the main Sanctuary red doors starting
Wednesday, March 24th - Saturday 27th. JQ U D N EV
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CALLING ALL PIE LOVERS AND

PIE ANGEL VOLUNTEERS!

Remember all the scrumptious Apple, Blueberry [$12] and
Pecan [$14] pies that were made for Thanksgiving...[picture to
the left as a reminder!]. Great news!..we are going to be
offering “ready to bake” at your convenience fresh frozen
pies for your Easter gatherings or a nice gift for a neighbor or
friend. They will be beautifully boxed, tied and tagged with a
note from the Pie Angel who made it for you.

Pie order deadline is March 26th

To order contact Sue Richards @ 603-749-4169 [text/call] or
email at mksrichards@comcast.net

Pie order pick up will be April 3rd 9 am - 12 pm at the church

Pie Angels needed March 30 and April 1st @ 9 am
Packaging Angels needed April 3rd from 9 am - 12 pm
Please let Sue Richards know that you will be helping!


mailto:mksrichards@comcast.net

RST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
= 129 MILLER AVENUE
PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801
603.436.6038
fumcportsmouth.com

REV. DR. DEBRA J. HANSON

FUMC PORTSMOUTH

A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

We, the congregation of the First United
Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, are dedicated in worshipping,
learning, and serving with all people as we
embrace Jesus Christ's message of love and
acceptance. As a United Methodist Church we
stand fully behind the statement “Open Hearts,
Open Minds, and Open Doors”. We celebrate our
diversity and invite all persons regardless of age,
gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual
orientation, marital or socioeconomic status,
nationality, physical or mental ability into full
membership and participation in the life of this
community of faith.


http://fumcportsmouth.com

