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Dear Friends,
» ' .

- The angel said to them), “Do not be afraid; for see—| am.bringing you good news of great joy for all the

people: to you is born this day in the city of David-a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a

sign for you: you will find,a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying'in a manger.” And suddenly there was

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly hgst praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” ’ -

LUKE 2:10-14 (NRSV) k. . -

The angels announced the birth®f Jesus to the shepherds ‘with great joy. Woul#n't it have bgen wonderful
to hear such a beautiful chorus! Maybe we can still be*part of hearing and sQreadlngJoy, even in the midst
of a pandemic! This year, our theme for Advent is “Sharigg the Joy,™and it is helpful to think about how we
defipe joy.

'
.

“Joy” is more than an emotion when we,loolgdt it in the Christian context. Joy grows within us as we begin
to see the world through God'’s eyes and respond with the heart of God to those who are in need and
who seek love and grace andassurance in their own lives. .

“Sharing the Joy,” then, is a response to the power of God’s love in our lives, and it becomes a way of
living to help others, to share from our own bounty, and to BE the church in th& world. We are thé*Church
of Jesus Christ, building God’s kingdom oni earth, and sharing the joy of God's love with others. And it all
began with a baby in a manger. “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors.” Amen.

Dave and | wish you all a blessed Christmas, full of joy and love.

Love and Blessings, Rev. Deb



Advent Devotionals

An Advent devotional is available either as an email attachment or paper
copy. Please let Rev. Deb know if you would like one, or check in the church
office. The same Advent Devotional has been recorded by people from the
Eliot UMC, St. Mark’s UMC in Kittery, and our congregation, as a daily reading.
Go to fumcportsmouth.com and click on the 2020 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
link.

Bishop’s Day on the District

Bishop Devadhar will hold a “Bishop’s Day on the District” with the Granite
State District on Wednesday, December 2 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Everyone is
invited to join the ZOOM meeting. Links will be sent when the time is closer.
This is a great way to connect with other church folks and to interact

with our bishop.

Children’s Christmas Pageant

On Sunday, December 20, we will have a Virtual Children’s Christmas Pageant
that has been pre-recorded. This will include children from the Eliot UMC, St.
Mark’s UMC in Kittery, and our church. We will begin with a live presentation
by Pastor Dawn DiManna and Rev. Deb who will introduce the pageant and
share a little of what has gone into putting it together. We will begin at 10 am,
the same time as our worship service normally is. Following the pageant, we
will join with the other two congregations for prayer time and greetings led by
Pastor Dawn and Rev. Deb. To access the service, go to eliotumc.org and click
the link to the service and pageant. This will also be on YouTube and
Facebook. Please plan to be part of this exciting new collaboration and
support our children in presenting the pageant! Mark your calendars

and tune in!

Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve, we will have a worship video that will be posted on

YouTube, Facebook, and sent out to those with emails. Feel free to share it
with others!

Rev. Deb’s Vacation

Rev. Deb will take a week’s vacation from December 25 through December
31st. Anyone in need of pastoral care, please contact David Richards or leave
a message at the Church office.



http://fumcportsmouth.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feliotumc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbevan_bloemendaal%40vfc.com%7C1af287e2f53a4b19f98408d890a29a74%7C7d97f40069b44df4a009c9806ec70783%7C0%7C0%7C637418375345592298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ShvrKgOChvYJ8outIo%2BSaBPaN5qW4YKo3TnkjOttyCU%3D&reserved=0
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This year has been challenging in
countless ways and we are reminded
of that family traveling to Bethlehem
who had nothing, but through the
kindness of an innkeeper they were
given a place to stay.

Our fundraiser this year is “Share

The Joy” a collaboration between

e o = ) E CAN USE YOURRHE P . the FUMC Kids First program and
f‘{ o _\\WMAKNG A H. ﬂi‘&" ':; —— S with Airial Sillanpaa who is the

O '_.’ AA & i President of the NHFAPA [NH
1 ’x\‘k t“\\ ) Foster and Adoptive Parent
: > Association] and FUMC Kids First

program in making a difference in
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some local kids lives this Christmas.

You can help by visiting https://

fumcportsmouth.com/?page_id=4152

and share the joy this season.


http://fumcportsmouth.com
http://fumcportsmouth.com

6 gears old. My
favorite things are ponies,
painting and dancing.

MEE |
B B EE

MT, JM, K and M are local children right

here in NH that we are looking for your
~ help in supporting this Christmas. It has
A | been incredibly challenging for everyone
| : but even more so for these kids. Let’s
make their Christmas one to remember!
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Hi everyone,
| am beyond excited to be partnering with
the FUMC Kids First program in making a
difference in local kids lives this
Christmas...thank you all for being a part

of it. It's as easy as clicking on the

Share The Joy link Fund Raiser on the

fumcportsmouth.com website and meet 4

kids that can really use your help.
With love, Airial

\\ e
* | share the Jc Joy



http://fumcportsmouth.com

Prsecse " .<WE CAN USE YOURM

IN MAKING A DIFERENUESS

DAY 258 - November 27, 2020

Skip the Black Friday madness and make a difference
i some kid’s Charistmas morning. I1t's as eagy as clicking HERE
and meet 4 kids that can really use gour help.

The Share The Joy program is a partuership with the NHIAPA
[NH Foster and Adoptive Parent Association] and FUMC Kids First program
in making a difference in their (ives this Christmas..
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EVERY CHILD DESERVES

TO BELIEVE
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5 HELPFUL TIPS TO
MAXIMIZE YEAR- END GIVING
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15 rec!elve tax credl‘t or : Ozoﬁ‘ave yourp edg': i "

The SHARE THE JOY campaign is live for youi' d‘onatlon -

FUMC would value you keeping up on your 2020 pledges to meet budget needs
Send or drop off a check at the church’s mailbox or office




To every one who was part of the Thanksgiving Pie Team
from prepping, baking, boxing, writing and ultimately
buying our homemade pies...with a grateful heart thank
you! There were 54 pies made with almost 50% of them
going to new customers from the surrounding community.

,,,,
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| share the Joy
— MAKE A DIFFERENCE —

THIS CHRISTMAS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

129 Miller Avenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801 (603) 436-6038

WELCOME ~ WHO WE ARE ~ PLANAVISIT v COMMUNITY OUTREACH ~ GIVE

FACILITY USE AND RENTAL ~ PHOTO GALLERY v FUMC DAILY UPDATES WE REMEMBER

“SHARE THE JOY"” CHRISTMAS FUND RAISER 2020 ADVENT DEVOTIONA|

2020 Advent
Devotional
readings read by
congregation
members from
Eliot UMC, St.
Mark’s UMC and
Portsmouth FUMC

ADVENT

DEVOTIONAL
NVABIINIEN

In collaboration with the Eliot UMC, St
Mark's UMC and FUMC Portsmouth there
are Advent Devotional readings that were

written by Rev. Dr. Deb and narrated by
folks from all three churches. You can find
the them on our FUMC website homepage.

May you be blessed in listening to these

daily devotions.




Scarlett
Steve & Colleen Nelson
Bill & Gayle Gardei
Geisinger Family
Erika
Earl
Jim
Delores
Juliann
Jayne Griffin & Family
Jim Slater
Fickenscher Family
Amelia and Michelle
Barbara Glidden
Gil & Marilyn Stebbins
John
Danny Westbrook
Dan Strange
Charles Gilman
Bobbie Noble
Pixie & Wayne Balt
Fred
Durgin Pines Residents & Workers
Riverside Rest Home Residents & Workers

Those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19
Those in nursing and assisted living care
Our Denomination

Our Church Family




Gayle Gardei
2 Victoria Ct. #219
York, ME 03909

Rev Bill Gardei
Durgin Pines
9 Lewis Road #127
Kittery, ME 03904

OUR FAMILY

MAKE IT TO CHURCH

WHO CAN’

James New
9 Lewis Road
Rm#104
Kittery, ME 03904

Barbara Clement
Riverside Rest Home
276 County Farm Rd #304
Dover, NH 03820

bic10925@gmail.com

Marion Collishaw

50 Old Colony Way
Scituate MA 02066

Barbara Glidden
188 Jones Ave #101
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Gil Stebbins
143 Rogers Rd #105
Kittery, ME 03904

207.807.6675

Barbara Sylvester
346 Pleasant St. #254
Portsmouth, NH 03801


mailto:bic10925@gmail.com
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".s.' 4 Jaime Be‘rry T

. 10 ﬁennlfer Guﬂ'ford ,.

10 'Shwley f-?uss o
11 Matthew A‘Ilen.
12 Lauren Littlefield
13 Evelyn New* . "
16 Julia Burkes
23 Priscilla Wilson |
* 25 Klmberly Phllbrlck

.)@%cerﬁber Birthdays
e oI s L
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SUNDAY NO\/EM e WITH GRATITUDE
And to our Seacoast

~ Thank you, Sue Richards for your dedication and leadership
to the biggest community outreach ministry FUMC has
. cach year. Another yoar in Pumpkin Patch is winding down community THANK YOU for
TN todey and the Patch will close and whille this yeat was quite
your outpouring of support
for the Pumpkin Patch
Church! We love you!
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CONGRATULATIONS
MILLER FAMILY

DAY 232 - November 1, 2020

Victisal Worship Sevies

Think of the many pecple who have touched your lifs, living.
or deceated. Think of those whe brought you to Christ, who
lived their fives as witnesses to their faith. We can name the

DAY 235 - November 2, 2020
Den't forget to have  plan te get sut and vote.if you need
transportation to your voting pell please call the church and we will

different with all the COVID protocols the stories heard,
the people we have met and the impact we have made has

Day 31- October 31, 2020 ‘once again been priceless.

Yep..itis that time of year.
Remember to turn your clocks back tonight

LIVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT
THOSE WHO KNOW YOU,
BUT DON'T KNOW GOD,

WILL COME T0 KNOW GOD

'BECAUSE THEY KNOW YOU.

DAY 240 - Navamber 9, 3030

Wine wacds te bve by oo dely biain.

[T ——

Thank you for eiving ua badey for warship.

Teday's busaon from B Oubls on prayes

To webch v vides worship service plaase cick on e
You Tube £0n 00 sur vebaite.

One last raquest...the Pumpkin Patch clean up is tomorrow
/1 many hands will make this task easier...please help.
Lv’ T SR

..MAY THEY BE BROUGHT TO

COMPLETE UNITY
TO LET THE WORLD KNOW
THAT YOU SENT ME AND
HAVE LOVED THEM EVEN
AS YOU HAVE LOVED ME.

JOHN 17:23 (NIV)

80D IS NOT CALLINB US TU GU 10
CHURCH; HE IS CALLING US TO
BE HIS CHURCH.

DAY 241 - November 10, 2020

No perfect pesplo allowed —
Come 21 you are and lets be the church together.

DAY 247 - November 16, 2020

God Is making things happen for you...Even
when you don't see it, feel it and its not
evident..God is wo

THANK YOU

VEZERZ

DAY 242 - November 1, 2020
Voterans Day

Thank you Veterans for keeping us free and safe.

omes who have been in the headiines, written books, and been
publicly visible, but there are thousands more who have been
witnesses to faith in Jesus Christ. some who have been part
of our Bves and brought the praseace of Ged to us.

To watch Rex. Debs musenge g0 o the YouTube icon bers on
our wabsite.

Morning is God's way
of saying one more time, go
make a difference, toucha

If we have no peace,
it is because we I
forgotten that
belong to each other.

ingpire a soul ana
enjoy the day.
N
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W (L - NEVER “ e
changed by your
example not by
your opinion

CHANGE THE WORLD
BY BEING.THE CHURCH:

DAY 244 - November 13, 2020

Make a positive differonce in somecne’s life today.
1t's good for your soul.

SPOILER ALERT -
1ts sbout seaing the

make arrangements._your voice matters. i '

Halo Church family.

We e coming Wt the Thask sgiing tme pestod nd theught i wuld be o wuederul e te
being hack the parsamal cidase [Srank you ex Db for the vuggeation) and fo connect
evaryone through spoken wards ind bewstifui facer. So | am thanbing ou n advance for
heping to make this happes.

Wa have baan Brough npescodented ines_ COVID, quwaning, loyelfs. Susinessas shutting
down. raciam. rats mistrust of shhecs. the politinad landucape ste VET we Rind JOV snd o
vanae of THANKEULNESS for things that we havs become aven mare sware of dus to these
challergiog times.

Ak et s Frin i ity whot we want 4 haar._from all of this what are the 3 things that
YOU e thanbel for this Thanbagiving?

162 helps hare i o anample of baw | weuld structure my quick video..

Hata chureh familyL.its Bavan and | can bardy beliews that we Aave bean saperated new for
rar 350 days. /s yous @' With svarything swirling areund we evary dy | wended to just
take @ moment 15 stop that chaes and thare whot | Aave become evan more thankfus for during
hese timec. 1./ am Shankful for the intarmmt.—fov those of 5ou vho know e wellthet war't
..... prise does but Bot has alloved me to heas covnected with all of g, my
Seamity arvlfrimoeds wned s et an acpee. 3| wen thenfud for ol Bhe walr s wnl lime
utdoors that (huve bean mble s Rave with Joll, saploring and seeing hings thet { rave: tooh
the time to see. umed and hear. 5. When my eyes pen in the morming end | reaire thet [ Aave
bean giren anothar day to make 3 difersace in someane’s ife_mosns ¥ gaing to be o grect
dag. Ss fornow | hape tis has pet @ imile 0 yoar foce and you kasw how important gou all sre
to ma. gy Thand fuluass Ouy!

Same procens s before you ean ave the Ik HEEE to WeTrander he vides (o me ot
beran Hoemendasi@ivic.com or you can bry and text it ta me st 63.3054094. Lot the
THANKFULNESS BEGIN...start doing your videor.. Thank you alll

Love and mins yout. 5
Besan

o charibon et
[ Mlhlomglu&dwo‘xnu-tun
meribers_pe-foct for. 08
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Therefore keep watch, because you
4o not know the day or the hour
~Josus

THANK
YOU

PORTSMOUTH
FIRE DEPARTMENT

false alarm last night
to our church,

We sppreciste you
being there for us.

Thank you Sus §. for
making the heart
pounding trip down
to the church too.




FUMC PORTSMOUTH

A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, are dedicated in worshipping, learning, and
serving with all people as we embrace Jesus Christ's message of love and acceptance. As a United Methodist Church we stand fully behind
the statement “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors”. We celebrate our diversity and invite all persons regardless of age, gender,
racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental ability into full membership
and participation in the life of this community of faith.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
B 129 Miller Avenue - Portsmouth, NH 03801
R — Office Phone 603-436-6038
8 Email - office@fumcportsmouth.net
Website - fumcportsmouth.com

One way to make a donation to FUMC is

to point your phone camera on QR code

and it will guide you through the process...
thanks for making a difference.

Pastor - Rev. Dr. Debra J. Hanson

Like and Follow Us On: nr@u


mailto:office@fumcportsmouth.net?subject=
http://fumcportsmouth.com




