Therefore keep watch, because you
do not know the day or the hour
- Jesus

Introduction
Invitation

Prelude

Call to Worship:

Let us worship our God who loves us and lifts us up! Let us
remember that we worship together as the Body of Christ! Let us
be prepared for God to touch our lives today and every day!

Hymn: “Christ Beside Me”
Reading the Word: Matthew 25:1-13
Ministry of Music

Message: “Being Prepared”

Prayer:

O God, we look for you in our lives, but there are times when we
are sidetracked, distracted, involved in too many projects, or just
too busy to remember to watch for you. Help us to be like the five
bridesmaids who were prepared for the arrival of the bridegroom.
Remind us of the need to be watchful and to live our lives knowing
that you will act at any time and in any place. Thank you for your
promise to be with us in all life’s circumstances. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn: “Seek Ye First”

Blessing

N




Matthew 25: 1-13

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’
But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
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Matthew 25:1-13

Waiting is challenging, isn't it? Most of us don't like to wait, and yet, we sometimes end up standing in line at the grocery

store, the bank, and even to vote, as many did on November 3rd. Then there are also times when we wait for something

to happen in our lives, and there can be a mix of emotions that go with those circumstances. Depending on our situation,
we may be filled with anticipation, joy, fear, dread, or any number of emotions that go with what it is we are expecting.

And then, of course, there is the LENGTH of time we have to wait. Sometimes, waiting can seem to last for hours, when in
fact, it is only a few minutes. When we sit at a stop light, depending on where it is located, we might think that it is the
longest stop light ever. Several years ago, | found myself being impatient while waiting for a red light to change to green,
and | realized that the time sitting there really wasn't all that long.

What seemed like a long time was actually a few minutes, so | started timing how long | had to sit at a red light. | think the
longest one may have been three minutes. Of course, | haven't been at every stop light everywhere, but | was struck by
my impatience at just sitting for one, two, or three minutes when that amount of time in another situation, such as
shopping in the grocery store, flew by.

In today’s parable about the ten bridesmaids, we find these women waiting for the bridegroom to arrive so they can
escort him into the wedding hall. They waited a long time, and apparently, it was tedious and exhausting for them. All ten
of the bridesmaids followed the same process: they bought oil for their lamps; they all waited and waited and waited; and,
they all fell asleep. When the Bridegroom did finally arrive, the only difference between them was that half of them hadn’t
bought enough oil, so they had to leave to buy more. They had not prepared for a long wait.

Jesus told this parable after he had entered Jerusalem where he would eventually be arrested and put to death. It was a
time to teach his disciples about being prepared, about watching for his return, and about what they were supposed to
do in the meantime. They would wait for his return, but it would not be a static inactivity where they did nothing. They
were expected to carry on his work. The point that he made to them in this parable was that they needed to be alert and
watchful for his return, and be prepared for that to happen any time.



Many Christians today have moved away from the idea of watching for Jesus’ return. We don’t stand and look into the sky
expecting Jesus to show up. But | think there is a call to the church in this parable that is important for us as we live our lives
following Jesus’ teachings and recognize the importance of carrying on his ministry. It is a call to be awake and alert so we
recognize the face of Christ on others, and how we are to minister to those who are in need, who long for a kind word, who seek
to know that someone cares, who need hope. We can bring the light of Christ to a hurting, wounded, and lost world.

As you know, these past months and even years, we have seen a nation divided, polarized by anger, violence, and political
separations. As we wait to hear election results, we may find ourselves anxious and worried, or maybe angry and afraid. No
matter what the outcome, the church, | believe, can become the bridge to communicating the love of Christ to others. We can
make a difference by showing kindness in the face of insults, compassion for those who are in despair, and to bring words of
encouragement and hope to those who feel discouraged and let down.

We hold the lamps that can light the way. We wait, but we wait with the work we are supposed to be doing. We shine those
lights, lighting the way for the holy Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. We are called to be reconcilers, even when we don't agree with
someone else. We are called to be the voice of truth and to call for justice for those who are most ostracized, marginalized, and
ignored by a world that often seems to be judgmental, selfish, and uncaring about others.

You know, there are many, many people in our world who really are caring and loving and kind. We just don’t necessarily hear
about them, but we can be part of making that happen. Let us seek to manifest Christ in the world through who we are called to
be as the Church of Jesus Christ. Let us seek to bring a sense of calm, hope, and peace in the midst of what feels like chaos and
upheaval. Let us seek to find ways to mend, rather than tear down, to heal rather than harm. That, to me, seems to be how we
will wait for Christ - by actively continuing to carry on his ministry in this world, prepared at any moment to hear the call to act.

May God bless each and every one of us, and may we wait actively in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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