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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR BOB…

I would love to celebrate you on this meaningful day of the church. Please email me at pastorbobstewart@gmail.com or call my 
cell phone 603.540.8754 or call the church office at 603.436.6038. 

There is a hymn in the United Methodist Hymnal titled “Easter People, Raise Your Voices.” It is hymn #304 and the words hold 
so much reason for each of us to continue to celebrate the Risen Jesus and what he has done for each of our lives. I want to 
share verse three: 

Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song. 
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs. 

So let’s not move away from Easter too fast my friends. This was our first Lenten Season together and I hope that is was as 
meaningful for you as it was for me. I hope you found value in the devotional booklet “Sanctuary for Lent 2025.” My hope was 
that as a faith community we would draw closer to Jesus TOGETHER. It is powerful when we can do the same thing together. 
Prayer is one such thing. Spending time alone with God reading scripture is another. I also want to thank those of you that made 
the six-week commitment to study Jesus’ Final Words From the Cross by Adam Hamilton. I know you have busy lives, but I think 
if we want to draw closer to Jesus…especially in light of what Jesus did in his 33 years of his life on earth…I think six weeks is a 
small commitment in comparison. I loved telling the story of Holy week and the events that took place using the resurrection 
eggs with the various symbols. I am always amazed at how God is amongst us as I had planned to use the resurrection eggs long 
before Lent. I loved how we as a community Hatched Hope for Easter which involved chickens and eggs. WOW…God connecting 
the dots or in this case the EGGS. We should be proud of what we accomplished with this missional project. Thank you for your 
generosity.  

Holy Week was a powerful week beginning with Palm Sunday and the triumphal ride into Jerusalem and then celebrating 
Maundy Thursday with the drama, Two Faces in the Shadows” written by Paul D. Duke and Jeff Allee. A drama that depicted a 
conversation in the Upper Room between Peter and Judas Iscariot. I want to thank Steve Scott, AKA Simon Peter for agreeing to 
perform this drama with me. It was many hours of practice and many hours of memorizing several lines, but it was worth it if it 
moved you in any way. I know it did because I received several messages. Thanks to Bevan and Stephanie for their music 
offerings between each scene. It added so much and of course thanks to Sharon, my wife, for agreeing to be our director and for 
setting the scene using the many elements that would have been used when Jesus gathered with his disciples for that last 
supper. I know in the past on Good Friday there wasn’t any type of service. I decided that I wanted to do something to 
remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. A simple service reflecting on the seven last words of Jesus from the cross along 
with a reflection. A sacred dance to each verse of Were You There after each reflection added to our experience. Nineteen 
people gathered together to reflect on those words. Then on Sunday, April 20th  we gathered to celebrate Easter Sunday, the 
Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead that we might have an eternal and lasting life. Let us not forget the first words that Jesus 
spoke when he came out of the tomb…“TA-DA!”  

We have so much to celebrate so let’s not be too quick to move away from Easter. After all…We are an Easter People, Raise You 
Voices. He Has Risen…He Has Risen Indeed. See you in church! 

Easter Blessings, Pastor Bob 

Happy Easter my dear brothers and sisters in Christ. You may think that since 
Easter came on April 20th and we celebrated our Risen Savior that Easter is past, 
and we are on to the next season within the life of the church. NOT SO FAST MY 
FRIENDS! Easter will be celebrated for the next six weeks and will officially 
transition on June 8th when we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. 

Pentecost Sunday is such an exciting story. Pentecost is when the church was born, 
and we received God through the Holy Spirit. I always like to do baptisms and take 
new members into the church on Pentecost Sunday. If you have not been baptized 
or you are thinking that FUMC-Portsmouth is the faith community you would like to 
become a member…please reach out to me so we can make plans to have a joyous 
celebration on Pentecost Sunday.

mailto:pastorbobstewart@gmail.com


FIRST UMC LIFE
WORSHIP, FUN, AND FAITH IN ACTION AT FIRST UMC 
Our Church website fumcportsmouth.com is a great place to remind ourselves of the amazing work we 
are doing supporting each other, our community in making a difference by sharing our faith in God. Check 
out the photo galleries here - https://fumcportsmouth.com/photo-galleries/  

http://fumcportsmouth.com


God speaks to you 
through His personal  
love letter, the Bible.

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY: 
It is truly remarkable how reading God's word draws people closer to Him as He speaks through the Scriptures. 
The Holy Spirit reaches out to connect with us even before we fully receive the Spirit in our hearts. Through the 
conviction of Scripture, we will often discover a need we may not have previously recognized, drawing us closer 
to God. Enjoy getting closer to Him! 

Sunday, May 4 Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:1–6 [7–20], Psalm 30, Revelation 5:11–14, John 21:1–19  

Sunday, May 11 Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 9:36–43, Psalm 23, Revelation7:9–17, John 10:22–30  

Sunday, May 18 Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 11:1–18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1–6, John 13:31–35  

Sunday, May 25 Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 16:9–15, Psalm 67, Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5, John 14:23–29 or John 5:1–9 
                                   

You can learn more about us by using your 
camera on your phone and this QR code 



FINANCE FLASH

Happy May, 

As the current Chair of Finance, I wanted to first take a moment to share an important reminder. My term 
will be coming to a close in December 2026, and while that may sound like a long way off, now is the time to 
start planning. We're actively seeking individuals to step into the roles of Finance Chair and Treasurer—two 
key positions that support the mission and ministry of our church. 

I believe in the importance of term limits—not just to protect us from burnout, but to keep our leadership 
energized with fresh perspectives and new ideas. If you’ve ever considered stepping into church leadership, 
this might just be your season! Please reach out to Airial (garyairial@aol.com) or Pastor Bob to learn more. 

I'm also thrilled to share that Jen Berry has graciously agreed to serve as Secretary of Finance. I am beyond 
delighted to have her in this role, and I encourage everyone to thank her for her continued contributions to 
our church family. (She didn’t even flinch when she saw my subpar secretarial skills—now that’s faith!) 

As for our financial outlook, I’m working on a brief presentation to share with the congregation. Until 
then, Pledge offerings increased in the first quarter of 2025 compared to 2024—thank you for your 
generosity. Insurance payments will be made in April and May, with a bit of breathing room over the 
summer before the next billing cycle in September. Gas and electric costs have risen this year, mainly 
because we’ve returned to holding all worship services in the Sanctuary instead of splitting with Sanborn 
Hall. It’s a higher energy cost—but also a beautiful sign of our gathered community and a fully functioning 
heating system! 

And remember: "Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." — 2 Corinthians 9:7 

With gratitude and humor, 

Airial Sillanpaa

REMINDER: 
You can use our on-line 
“giving” tab tool on 
fumcportsmouth.com 

mailto:garyairial@aol.com
http://fumcportsmouth.com


Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

CHRIST HAS RISEN!!!   

Holy Week began with Palm Sunday. Pastor Bob lead the children and others in a parade of palms around the 
sanctuary to symbolize Jesus entering Jerusalem.  The service continued with scripture and hymns.  

Henney Penny made an appearance to give the final flock count for our Hatch Hope this Easter. 100!!   The 
Worship Committee set a goal of 25 flocks and you as a congregation CRACKED that goal wide open!!!!  Your 
generosity has made it possible for Heifer International to supply these chicks (20-50 in a single flock) to 
families where they are raised for eggs that are used for food and sold for income. On the following pages you 
will the list of gracious donations. 

Fast forward to Maundy Thursday.  Pastor Bob and Steve Scott portrayed Judas and Peter in the drama “Two 
Faces in the Shadows”. Sharon shared a beautiful sacred dance and Stephanie Labadie and Bevan 
Bloemendaal shared a flute and piano duet. If you were unable to attend you can watch it on YouTube HERE. 

Good Friday was observed with Pastor Bob giving a message based on the final words from the cross and 
Sharon performed a sacred dance.  

TA-DA!!!!   Easter!    Thank you to Sharon, Pastor Bob and the Labadie family for helping decorate the 
sanctuary with the stunning cross of lilies and all the whirly gigs hanging above the pews! 

There are a few special worship services coming up before summer. In May - Mother’s Day, Pentacost and in 
June Children’s Day. 

Peace in your Journey 
PennySue Orr 
Worship Committee Chair 

FIRST UMC WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 

APRIL 13th @ 10 a.m. APRIL 17th @ 6:30 p.m.

APRIL 18th @ 2 p.m. APRIL 20th @ 10 a.m.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqQH2O1mptQ&t=2024s


This Easter, we partnered with Heifer International to bring hope and opportunity to families in need. 
Our goal was to gift 25 flocks of chickens—and thanks to your generosity, along with a generous 

anonymous donor who matched our impact—we’re now able to provide 100 flocks to communities around 
the world. 

Many of these flocks were donated in memory of loved ones, in honor of special people, and as 
meaningful gifts. What a beautiful way to give back. GOD IS GOOD

 HATCH HOPE THIS EASTER 
A Flock of Chicks WILL Change Lives! 

IN MEMORY OF: 
Dorothy Fillmore from Jennifer Berry 

Rev Gordon & Barbara Bloemendaal from Bevan Bloemendaal 
Verner E Buck Jr. from Pastor Susan Ellery-Buck 

David Gilman from Al & Janice Cansdale 
John Cansdale from Al & Janice Cansdale 
Ruth Griffin from the Ruth Griffin Family 

Nancy Rideout from Yvonne Griffin 
My Mother from Barbara Kirkham 
H. Woodie Lange from Sue Lange 

Ruth Griffin from Kellie O’Connell Langs 
Jim New from Evelyn New 

Peter and Sue Newbury from PennySue Orr 
John Richards from David and Sue Richards 

Bud Richards from Jane Richards 
John Richards from Jane Richards 

Fallen Soldiers from Tom Schlessinger 
Phyllis Scott from Steve Scott 

Gilbert Stebbins from Marilyn Stebbins 
Gilbert Stebbins from Douglas & Jenn Stebbins 
Gilbert Stebbins from David and Joni Stebbins 

Chester and Wilma Stewart from Pastor Bob & Sharon Stewart 
Ned and Jimmie Buckner from Pastor Bob & Sharon Stewart



GIFTS 
From Jason and Kim Angelini 

From Anne Coffey 
From Evelyn Laux 

From Ralph and Donna Littlefield 
From Toby and Diane Thompson  

From Recovery Church 
From Anonymous

IN HONOR OF: 
Thomas Bennett from George Bennett 

John Bennett from George Bennett 
Beatrice Bennett from George Bennett 

Girl Scout Troop #58501 from Heather Berube & Brooklyn Gallant 
Rosanne T Groff from Hollen Groff 

Taylor & Will Airey from Hollen & Rosanne Groff 
Gordon R Groff from Hollen & Rosanne Groff 

Hollen & Shirley Groff from Hollen & Rosanne Groff 
Bill & Rose Teegarden from Hollen & Rosanne Groff 

Our Church Family from Hollen & Rosanne Groff 
Papa Les from the Labadie Family 

Patricia Labadie from Mark Labadie 
My Mom from Alexa Langs 

George & Mary Langs from Stephen Langs 
Marilyn Stebbins from Cynthia Martin 

Our Family from Will Minnihan & Rosie Buswell 
Tom and Dorothy Olbricht from Suzanne Olbricht and Kevin Fickenscher 

Jetta Kiel from Suzanne Olbricht 
Jacob Woulf from Sharon Rhodes 

Ruth Griffin from Sue Sarosiek 
Jesus Christ from Darin Stewart 

Ralph and Donna Littlefield from Pastor Bob Stewart 
      FUMC Congregation from Special Discretionary Fund Offering



Our next rotation for providing meals for the families at Joshua House is August 14 - 16, 2025. 

Did you know our church was one of the original 10 faith communities in this program, contributing our time, 
food, funds, and love to help hundreds of families over the past 22 years? Many of you remember when the 
families came to stay at the church, and we would turn our Sunday school rooms into bedrooms for the week. 
We got to work with some wonderful volunteers from Temple Israel during our shared hosting weeks over the 
many years. Together we fed the families, shared time with them and provided a listening ear when needed. 
Many of the children have gone on to graduate from college, serve in the military and give back to their 
communities in different ways. SFP is making a real difference! 

Pati Frew-Waters started as Director of Seacoast Family Promise (SFP) in September 2006, when SFP was 
only 3 years old. She retired at the end of 2024. During Pati’s 18+ years with SFP, she doubled the number of 
faith communities involved with the program. She also oversaw the day center’s move into its permanent 
home in Exeter. In 2020, when Covid made it too dangerous for the families to be moving weekly, she 
arranged for the families to stay for several months at Christ Church before purchasing Joshua House from 
Bethany Church. This allowed the program to continue serving families without a pause. SFP has been 
working on expanding the Joshua House for the last couple of years, so we can serve more and larger families. 

Many volunteers make this program work, but we could not have done it without Pati’s amazing leadership for 
the past 18 years. The program has been so successful because of her initiative and enthusiasm. Let’s honor 
her work! Donating toward the completion of the Joshua House expansion in her name would be a great way 
to honor Pati.  

Joshua House is in Greenland and currently provides temporary housing for up to 4 families experiencing 
homelessness. We were expecting to receive an occupancy permit for the new section of the building this 
spring (which will house 4 more families), but that didn’t happen because the current waterline access does 
not provide enough pressure to meet the minimum requirements of the new fire suppression system. This 
means that SFP will continue to operate at a reduced capacity until new pipes are installed and connected to 
the larger water line. This has increased the construction costs by $35,000, bringing the total remaining 
construction costs to $80,000.  

Any donation, large or small - in Pati’s honor - to help get the Joshua House expansion over the finish line 
would be most appreciated. SFP’s tax ID number is 02-0529881. 

Donations can be made through the website - https://seacoastfamilypromise.org/give/ - Fill in the starred 
areas along with the tribute type - Honor - and tribute name: Pati Frew-Waters or by sending a check with 
“Honor Pati Frew-Waters” on the memo line to: Seacoast Family Promise, Attn: Ashley Miller, 27 Hampton 
Road - Exeter, NH 03833 

Let’s honor Pati and help complete the Joshua House expansion to provide a temporary home for more and 
larger families as they work toward a brighter future. Let’s continue to make a difference!         

Jen Berry 

SEACOAST FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

https://seacoastfamilypromise.org/give/


Barbara Glidden 
188 Jones Ave #101  

Portsmouth, NH 03801

Jim Slater 
75 State Street 

Portland, ME 04101

Ken & Jenya Westbrook 
20 Islington Street #402 
Portsmouth, NH 03801

CHURCH FAMILY

Cynthia Drake 
795 Washington Road 

Rye, NH 03870

Priscilla Wilson 
361 Sagamore Road 

Rye, NH 03870

CARING FOR EACH OTHER 
At our core, we are a FAMILY. We recognize that some members may not be able to attend church regularly or 
participate in activities at First UMC. They are always in our thoughts, and prayers, cards, calls, or visits are 
always appreciated.



THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER!  

Through prayer, we can connect with God, seek His guidance, and intercede on behalf of others. 

Building on the prayers lifted up through our Sunday Red Prayer Hearts, we are launching a new initiative 
called the First UMC Prayer Ministry—providing a structured way for our community to support one another 
and amplifying the power of prayer. 

Marilyn Stebbins will be leading this ministry, and we thank all those who have signed up to be part of the 
First UMC Pray Ministry as Prayer Warriors. We will be launching the program very soon so stay tuned for 
more info to come. 



UPCOMING EVENTS

MOTHER’S DAY MAY 11th 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION POTLUCK MAY 18th

SPRING PATCH MAY 10th, 17, and 24th from 10-4pm

FIRST UMC HISTORICAL PRESENTATION MAY 18th

MEMORIAL DAY MAY 26th



MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Get a card in the mail or send a quick text or instant messenger to wish these church family members a 
Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary and a day filled with love, laughter and lots of cake! 

YOU CAN ALMOST TASTE IT…MAKE IT COME TRUE! 



LET’S BE FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK! 
Facebook is a fantastic way to stay updated on events, prayers, daily inspiration, and to connect with 
Church family and friends. We appreciate it when you “like” our posts, but we absolutely LOVE it when 
you share them too! 



First UMC is a Reconciling Congregation dedicated to worshiping, learning, and 
serving with ALL people embracing Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance.   

We celebrate our diversity and invite ALL persons regardless of age, gender, racial or 
ethnic background, sexual orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, 
physical or mental ability into full membership and participation in the life of this 

community of faith.


