


Dear Friends,

Some of you may remember Oscar Romero who was
assassinated while leading a mass in San Salvador. His
influence helped to bring changes, and everything he
did came from his passion for justice and to share the
grace, mercy and love of God with others. For this
month’s newsletter, | am sharing one of his writings
about Lent. May you find it meaningful as we enter
this most holy season. The link to this reflection is
from an online newsletter. Here is the link: https://
www.plough.com/en/topics/culture/holidays/
meditations-for-lent/reflections-for-lent.

Grace and peace, Rev. Deb

Introduction: During his three years as archbishop of

THE VIOLENCE OF San Salvador, Oscar Romero became known as a
fearless defender of the poor and suffering. His work

v on behalf of the oppressed earned him the admiration
‘ and love of the peasants he served and, finally, an
assassin's bullet.

This article is an excerpt from The Violence of Love.

People do not mortify themselves during Lent
out of a sick desire to suffer.
God did not make us for suffering.
If we fast or do penances or pray,
it is for a very positive goal:
by overcoming self
one achieves the Easter resurrection.
We do not just celebrate a risen Christ,
distinct from us,
but during Lent we prepare ourselves

to rise with him to a new life

and to become the new persons

that are what the country needs right now.
Let us not just shout slogans
about new structures;
new structures will be worthless
without new persons
to administer the new structures the country needs
and live them out in their lives.
February 17,1980



LENT BEGINS

We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday,
March 2 with a video worship service
that will be sent via email and posted
on line. This will be a time of prayer
and reflection, and | will lead us in
anointing with oil. The oil that is
customarily used is Olive Qil, and |
will remind everyone of that at the
beginning of the video. Since this will
be posted on Ash Wednesday, it will
be available throughout the day.

Sunday Worship Theme,
“Sojourning”:

Journey with us as we follow Jesus
through the days leading up to his
death and resurrection and think
about our own journeys of faith. We
hope you will join us regularly!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are so blessed to have a Sunday
school with the children who attend!
They are learning Bible stories and
doing projects that tie into the lesson
from the Book “It's Easy Being Green."
The projects and crafts are designed to
be environmentally friendly.

Thanks to all the faithful teachers,
parents, grandparents, and this

congregation who continue to support
our kids!




This Lent we are going to challenge each of us with the 40 days - 40 items challenge of

giving things up. What does that mean?...We all have that attic, closet or garage that has
stuff that we simply don’t use, need or want any longer. So each day of Lent, we ask that
you remove one item from your home that is something someone else might need or
want...a lamp, a table, a painting, a chair, a plant, a small appliance, a laptop.

[sorry no clothes or shoes accepted].

We will take these items whenever you want to bring them to the church or let us know
that you need help getting it to the church and this summer have the 40 day - 40 items

yard sale where the proceeds will go to the General Fund. Got questions?...let us know!




FUMC PORTSMOUTH

A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
are dedicated in worshipping, learning, and serving with all people as we embrace Jesus
Christ's message of love and acceptance. As a United Methodist Church we stand fully behind
the statement “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors”. We celebrate our diversity and
invite all persons regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation,
marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental ability into full membership and
participation in the life of this community of faith.
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[OOK UP
IN HOPE!

First UMC

a new look & a new outlook

Our New Purpose

“UNCONDITIONAL
INCLUSION"

We will meet NO ordinary
people in our lives as
everyone has something
amazing to offer. Our jobis to
love others without stopping
to inquire whether or not they
are worthy.

“TRANSFORMLIVES”
There s strength in numkers.
We believe in collaborating
and through the power

of kindness, compassion,
empathy and action we

will equip our community
with knowledge, resources
and opporlunilies Lo make
positiva transformations.

“To transform lives through

unconditional inclusion,
empowering actions to

make a difference.”

“MAKE A DIFFERENCE”
Believing that what we do
matters and will make a
difference in people’s lives.
We don't have to save the
warld in one stroke but we
can make a difference one
person at a time.

“EMPOWERING ACTIONS"
With our clear purpose

we will shift from telling
everyone what to do or
doing nothing at all, to
empowering others to

join the movement and

take ownership in making
greatness happen.
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REVEVEER

FIRST UMC WEBSITE

Our church website is an important part of our
outreach as a “church at work” and for
individuals looking to be part of a community
of believers in making a difference in the
world.

We are reminded of our vision and purpose as
a community church - “to transform lives
through unconditional inclusion, empowering
actions to make a difference”.

The website is updated on a weekly basis and
have been told by visitors that they found us
using the website which is great news! We
would urge all of our church members to not
only visit the site more often but to also share
the site with your own social and friendship
network.

SOCIAL MEDIA

The combination of our First UMC website
and social media specifically Facebook is how
we are a church that NEVER closes its doors...
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HISTORY MONTH

Honoring the contributions of women

MARCH IS WOMEN'’S HISTORY MONTH!

Try out this quiz (answers are on the next page upside down don’t cheat!)

1. When was the first Women’s History Month observed in the U.S.? 1775
1812 - 1987 - 2018

2. How many United Methodist Women members are there in 2019?
800 - 8,000 - 800,000

3. What Methodist woman wrote more hymns than Charles Wesley?
Frances Willard - Fanny Crosby - Frances Alexander - Fanny Brice

4. True or false, Helenor Davisson is the first woman ordained in the Methodist tradition?
True or False

5. Who was the first woman to run for President in the U.S.?
Betsy Ross - Carrie Nation - Victoria Woodhull - Hillary Clinton

6. Who was the first woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court?
Sandra Day O'Connor - Ruth Bader Ginsburg - Sonya Sotomayor - Eleanor Roosevelt

7. How many active women bishops are there in 2019 in the UMC?
O -4 -17 -68

8. When was the Commission on the Status and Role of Women created?
1872 - 1972- -2002 - 2012

9. Who was the first woman to serve as president of the Council of Bishops? Dolly Madison
Marjorie Matthews - Minerva Carcano - Sharon Brown Christopher

10. True or False, you can purchase a Women'’s Edition of the Bible.
True or False
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SPRING FORWARD

Move those clocks ahead by one hour on
March 13th!

MOTHER’S DAY

First UMC will have you covered for this
special day with a special treat for the “MOM”
figures in your life...hanging basket to bring her
joy all summer long and a break from making
dinner with homemade lasagnha ready to pop
into the oven. Dates and prices to come but
mark this off your list to think about..we got it
= " for you..you're welcome!

GIRL SCOUT INFO NIGHT
March 23rd @ 6pm - Sanborn Hall




CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETING

= O N = = B T B B 2 L c:dership Board (formerly Church Council &
MEETING

Finance/Trustees) 6 pm Tuesday March 15th.

Kim Andre Arnesen’s

THE WOUND IN THE WATER PORTSMOUTH PRO MUSICA

Drigette Dumont, soprano

with string orchestra Friday March 18th and Sunday March 20th

PRISCILLA STEVERS FRENGI Actiztic Piector purchase tickets online @ PE mnh.org

S PARTYRA Aciorugnnnss

FRIDAY SUNDAY
MARCH 18, 8PM MARCH 20, 4FM

Christ Churea sovthChurch
i3 Pine Sureet Exeter 292 State Street, Fortsraouth

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE: PPMNH.ORG

ADVANCE TICKETS AT THE DOCR
$15 Gendral Admiscon 16 Gereral Admision

S11 Seniors/Sudents S Seaiars/Students

TIME 4 JOY COMEDY NIGHT
Put on by the | Got Bridged non profit

Thursday - March 31st
6:30 - 8:30 EST

First United Methodist Church
Sanborn Hall

129 Miller Avenue

Portsmouth, NH

Tickets are $44.00 and includes food and
beverages catered by Chef Keith Meehan.

There will be a Silent Auction also. So come
and enjoy some laughter with the community.



http://ppmnh.org

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Roberta Noble

7 Devin Scott - Barrass
13 Carson Crisp
24 Melanie Berry Lindgren

i
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wonna

Utilranniomith

@nariestGiliman

RiIcKIBeebe

MatiyntcdGil

ponnagomitn
Siejelailci

DO OIEINODLle

Damotrange
Mo Cellidied Those in nursing and assisted living care

DwightcdReg nald Our Church family

Scott Griffin

Margaret
The family of Amy Garrigan
The family of Bobby Kinnerly
Erica, Maria, Dominic, Norah
Christine & her parents
Roger Cox, Dave A's brother-in-law



Barbara Clement
Riverside Rest Home
276 County Farm Rd #304

Dover, NH 03820.
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Slatér, Jll"n
75 Staiejﬁtreet
Portlangl ,tflE 04101

A card can make a big difference in someone’s day!

.,

£ Barbara Sylvester \
g 346 Pleag'.ant St. #254 b‘

Portsmouth, NH 03801

} .
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WAYS TO GIVE,
DONATE & TITHE

— BY MAIL
4 N First UMC

\—/ 129 Miller Ave
7aVaN Portsmouth, NH

03801

: ONLINE
S tumcportsmouth.com
e “GIVE” button
v © IN PERSON
First UMC
i LUA ! 129 Miller Ave
: : Portsmouth, NH
| | 32 03801

Wednesday’'s 10-2pm

_Ef -l | QRcode

'1,_;_‘!' ﬂ:, p Point your phone camera
E—ﬂ[‘-‘ '_'i:‘I! onthe QR code to the
=t lett to view: the online

OF ey PayPal donation page



http://fumcportsmouth.com

