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the 

music 

of nature



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I have always had an acute awareness of nature.  It may be I am ‘remembering’ as my Native 

American ancestors in Maine would say…my third great grandmother was a daughter of the 

Penobscot tribe and she and my third great grandfather lived and are buried in North 

Vassalboro.  

In a busy world we are less able to take in our natural surroundings, and it is a grievous fact 

to and for many of us.  Stress is too great a part of our beings.  In fact, we hardly know any 

other way to live.   There is a longing in us that is only satisfied when we immerse ourselves 

in the music of nature.    
 

I offer you this prayer written by Chief Dan George; pray it slowly all the while visualizing each element:

The beauty of the trees, the softness of the air, the fragrance of the grass, speak to me.

The summit of the mountain, the thunder of the sky, the rhythm of the sea, speak to me.

The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning, the dewdrop in the flower, speak to me.

The strength of the fire, the taste of the salmon, the trail of the sun, and the life that never goes away, speak to me.

And my heart soars.  

May your hearts soar in gratitude for all good things!  

Pastor Betsy

Sylvia Bartlett

John Cansdale

Barry Marshall

Heather Holden

David James

Brian Thompson

Family of Jay Sarosiek

Shawn Griffin

Fred Pettigrew

Shawn & Cathy Martin

Jane Joubert

Rory Hutchinson

Kathy Noble Malago

Eva Swan

Mary Merrill

Roberta Noble

Steve Walker

Terrorists & Flood victims

Our Church Family

Pastor Sue & Family

Scott Stevens &

Family of Russell Stevens

Ethel Mundy

Rev. Bill & Gayle Gardei

Jim & Evelyn New

Janice Cansdale



Would you like a card mailed to a loved one 

experiencing a difficult time? Joette MacKenzie 

offers a card ministry for those in need of 

comfort, contact, and prayer.  Joette will send 

cards to church members and their loved ones 

experiencing illness, grief, tough transitions, or 

even difficulties that must remain private.

To have a card sent to someone , contact Joette 

through e-mail at joettem64@yahoo.com or call 

her at (603) 436-8564.  Please share with her the 

name and mailing address of the card recipient, 

and if possible, a brief word about his/her 

situation.  And certainly – if you would like to 

participate with Joette in this ministry, contact 

her as well. “Comfort, comfort my people, says 

your God” (Isaiah 40:1).

PORTSMOUTH FUMC

“TOGETHER WE CAN DO IT”

Capital Campaign

Bishop’ Day on the District 

Monday, October 3, 2016 7-9 PM

Location to obe an

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

COMMITMENT CARDS

“TOGETHER 

WE CAN DO IT”
The Finance Committee will be 
paying for the new fire alarm 
system with a portion of the 
proceeds from the Capital 
Campaign.  We are continuing 
to make payments on our two 
outstanding loans.  We also are 
working hard to obtain quotes 
for the roof replacement, with 
the priority being a durable  
material that the church can 
afford.  If you have not done 
so, please complete and 
submit a commitment card to 
help the cause.  See John 
VanReenen for more 
information

Bishop Sudarshana Devadha
New England Methodist Conference

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE -  0CT 14

ANNUAL FUMC GOLF TOURNAMENT

PEASE GOLF COURSE

Volunteers, Players, & Sponsors   are needed. The 

forms are on the counter in the office. For 

information or to register contact Cathy 

VanReenen at 603-498-9810 or 603-580-5854 

Norah Catherine daughter of Erica 

and Joe Arcadipane, and 

granddaughter of Cathy and John 

VanReenan was  born July 19, 2016.

SINCERE THANKS, LOVE AND 

APPRECIATION TO MY CHURCH 

FAMILY, MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Serving as your Administrative 

Assistant 30 years has been a privilege 

and pleasure and I am very humbled 

by your kind words and compliments. 

Thanks to all who attended  my 

Retirement party.  In the Methodist 

tradition there was an abundance of 

food! Thanks to Yvonne Griffin and all 

who organized my party. Also, thanks 

for the Stapler, Scotch Tape Dispenser, 

Scissors and Pens. I will miss you all 

and will keep you in my prayers and 

thoughts. I will be moving to 

Barnstead, N.H. later this year to be 

near my family. I  plan to keep my 

membership here and will attend 

worship whenever I am able.

FUMC of Portsmouth is the best! I 

mailto:joettem64@yahoo.com?subject=


SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS  AND ANNIVERSARIES

SATURDAY NITE SUPPER GROUP
Saturday, September 10 at the Richards Summer Cottage, Wallis 

Sands, Rye, NH. Come anytime after 2:00 PM. Baked Ham will be 

provided. Please bring salad, entree or dessert to share. Everyone is 

welcome! See Ken Westbrook for information.

Pastor Sue Ellery and family on the 

death of her husband, Verner Buck 

on July 29. A celebration of his life 

will be held during the Worship 

Service on Sunday, September 11, 

2016

ROCKINGHAM VNA & HOSPICE will be offering Bereavement Support Groups Sept. 12th 

through Oct. 18th. An afternoon and evening group are planned. These groups are free to the public, but 

must have 4 registered participants for each group. The afternoon group will meet at the Epping Regional 

Health Center, on Route 125 and the evening groups will be held at the Offices of RVNA, 137 Epping Rd. 

in Exeter. for more information and to register, please call Dick Munsey or Molly Brewer at 603-772-2981.

Scott Stevens and family 

on the death his father, Russell 

Stevens on August 20t. A 

celebration of his life was held on 

August 25 in the Sanctuary. 

Donations my be made to 

GoFundme.com at 

(gofundme.com/2zn22w2s) or type 

Russell B. Stevens for his son’s 

college fund or the NH SPCA, PO 

Box 196, Stratham, NH 03885. 

Burial will be in Maple Lane 

Cemetery, Stratham. 
141 Epping Road 
Exeter, New Hampshire  03833

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY

   3 Nancy Chesser

   6 Alverta Jentimane

   7 PennySue Orr

   8 Laurie Stevens

   9 Jeffrey Sanders

10 Kenneth Young

13 Veronica Bennett

15 Gertrude Parkhurst

17 Megan Hopley

22 Walter Laux

24 Jemes Batten

27 Janice Bakula

29 Dianne Crisp

  5 William & Angie Dewhurst

14 David & Carol Bovee

28 Peter & Bonnie Timperman

http://gofundme.com/
http://gofundme.com/2zn22w2s


SEACOAST FAMILY PROMISE 

Many families have transitioned successfully from 

this program into stable housing.  If you would like 

to volunteer, we have opportunities available to 

help with prepping the Sunday school rooms for 

family arrival, cleaning them up when it’s over the 

next week, dinner crew for Friday night and we 

could always use new overnight volunteers.  Many 

of the current volunteers in this program have been 

doing it all 12 years, so some fresh volunteers 

would be appreciated.   This program definitely 

changes lives forever and I am proud that our 

church is a part of it, along with 20+ other 

congregations in the Seacoast NH area.   If you 

think you might like to help and experience the joy 

of changing people’s lives, please contact 

Jen Berry, Coordinator

Contact information: jen_b76@yahoo.com or 

603-801-3886.  

FUMC PORTSMOUTH A 

RECONCILING 

CONGREGATION
We, the congregation of the First United 

Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, are dedicated to 

worshiping, learning, and serving with 

all people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s 

message of love and acceptance. As a 

United Methodist Church we stand fully 

behind the statement “Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, and Open Doors” We 

celebrate our diversity and invite all 

persons regardless of age, gender, racial 

or ethnic background, sexual 

orientation, marital or socioeconomic 

status, nationality, physical or mental 

ability into full membership and 

participation in the life of this 

community of faith.

Beacon Sponsor

Gertrude Parkhurst

SUNDAY QUIET OFFERING

Congratulations! We have collected enough 

donations to fund water filtration systems 

for 3 schools in Kenya, as part of the 100 

SCHOOLS WATER CAMPAIGN, a project 

developed by CELF, The Children's 

Environmental Literacy Foundation! WOW!!!  

Our Quiet Offering donations will now be 

used for Habitat for Humanity!

PUMPKIN DELIVERY SAT. SEPT 24

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

SEE SUE RICHARDS

mailto:jen_b76@yahoo.com


2:00 Sat. Nite Group 

at Richard’s Cottage
4:00 Soup Kitchen       

       

7:30 AA
7:00 NA

   6:00 Finance

   7 :00 NA   

7:30 AA

9:30 Peace Circle

   Home of Barbara

    Millar

6:00  Council & 

Finance

  7:00 NA

8:00 AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship

11:00 Fellowship

8:00  AA

10:00 Worship

Memorial/Verner

      Buck

11:00 Fellowship

1:00 AA

8:00  AA

10:00 Worship

Communion

11:00 Fellowship

Board of Trustees
8:00  AA

1:00 AA

 7:30 AA

  7:00 NA

10:00 Worship

11:00 Fellowship

8:00 AA
 7:30 AA

 7:30 AA

1:00 AA

FUMC GOLF TOURNAMENT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14  - PEASE GOLF COURSE

9:00 Pumpkin 

Delivery


