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Just outside the Museum of 
London, in what was once 
Aldersgate, is a bronze 
memorial, commemorating the 
converstion of John Wesley, on 
May 24th 1738. John Wesley's 
evangelical conversion took 
place in a now-demolished 
Moravian Church believed to 
have been on this site. On the 
plaque is inscribed the passage 
from Wesley's diary that day.
See inside for more information 
on this interesting Methodist 
historical story !



Aldersgate 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE

The history and significance of the Cross and Flame emblem 

are as rich and diverse as The United Methodist Church. The 

insignia's birth quickly followed the union of two 

denominations in 1968: The Methodist Church and the 

Evangelical United Brethren Church.

Following more than two dozen conceptualizations, a 

traditional symbol—the cross—was linked with a single flame 

with dual tongues of fire. The resulting insignia is rich in 

meaning. It relates The United Methodist church to God 

through Christ (cross) and the Holy Spirit (flame). The flame 

is a reminder of Pentecost when witnesses were unified by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and saw "tongues, as of 

fire" (Acts 2:3).

The elements of the emblem also remind us of a 

transforming moment in the life of Methodism's founder, 

John Wesley, when he sensed God's presence and felt 

his heart "strangely warmed." The two tongues of a single 

flame may also be understood to represent the union of two 

denominations.

http://www.umc.org/resources/a-mark-known-the-world-over

The flame just outside the Museum of London, in what was once 
Aldersgate, is a bronze memorial, commemorating the conversion of 
John Wesley, on May 24th 1738. John Wesley's evangelical 
conversion took place in a now-demolished Moravian Church 
believed to have been on this site. On the plaque is inscribed the 
passage from Wesley's diary that day.

“Wednesday May 24, 1738.

What occur’d on Wedn. 24, I think best to relate at large, after 
premising what might make it the better understood.  Let him that 
cannot receive it, ask of the Father of Lights, that he would give 
more Light both to him and to me.

I think it was about five this Morning, that I opened my Testament on 
those words, “There are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
Promises, even that ye should be partakers in the divine Nature.” 2 
Pet. i. 4.  Just as I went out, I open’d it again on those Words, “Thou 
art not far from the Kingdom of God.”  In the Afternoon I was asked 
to go to St. Paul’s.  The Anthem was, “Out of the Deep have I call’d 
unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my Voice.  O let thine Ears consider 
well the Voice of my Complaint.  If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it?  But there is 
Mercy with thee; therefore thou shalt be feared.  O Israel, trust in the 
Lord: For with the Lord there is Mercy, and with him is plenteous 
Redemption.  And he shall redeem Israel from all his Sins.”

In the Evening I went very unwillingly to a Society in Aldersgate 
Street, where one was reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans.  About a Quarter before nine.  While he was describing the 
Change which God works in the Heart thro’ faith in Christ, I felt my 
heart strangely warm’d.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
Salvation: And an Assurance was given me, That He had taken away 
my Sins, even mine, and saved me from the Law of Sin and Death.”
John Wesley

http://www.umc.org/resources/a-mark-known-the-world-over


{GIVING{{JESUS}}GENEROSITY} 

No matter how you figure it... {JESUS} is our center 

{GIVING JESUS} is our mission {JESUS GENEROSITY} 

is our lifestyle 

MAY 6, 2017  
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

First UMC / 129 Miller Avenue / Portsmouth NH District 

Office: 978-682-7775 X270 

The goal of this resource day is to empower laity to become leaders in 

the practice of individual and communal generosity as a spiritual 

discipline. Bring a team from your congregation to learn the biblical, 

personal, and practical perspectives of stewardship and generosity and 

how to apply it to the life of your faith community. Share together in 

this learning and interactive process AND bring your pastor as well! 

THEOLOGY OF GIVING – What do the scriptures tell us about 

giving?  

GENEROSITY AUTOBIOGRAPHY – What forms our 

understanding of giving?  

BEST PRACTICES IN STEWARDSHIP – Sharing our stories  

A LIFESTYLE OF GENEROSITY – Steps we can take to grow in our 

personal spiritual practices 

PRESENTERS: Gary Melville / Jim Mentzer / David Abbott / and 

YOU! Lunch & Materials / Donations Accepted 

Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that is 

observed in different forms throughout the world. The 

American incarnation of Mother’s Day was created by Anna 

Jarvis in 1908 and became an official U.S. holiday in 1914. 

While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s Day most 

commonly falls on the second Sunday in May and 

traditionally involves presenting mothers with flowers, cards 

and other gifts.

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced 

back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who held 

festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and 

Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for Mother’s 

Day is the early Christian festival known as “Mothering 

Sunday.” Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and 

parts of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday 

in Lent and was originally seen as a time when the faithful 

would return to their “mother church”—the main church in 

the vicinity of their home—for a special service. Over time 

the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted into a more secular 

holiday, and children would present their mothers with 

flowers and other tokens of appreciation. This custom 

eventually faded in popularity before merging with the 

American Mother’s Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day  

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day


            

 Brian Thompson             Family of Bill Scherwerts

 George Stevens             Family of Raymond Hood

 Ken Gregoire

 Dianna Hanson

 Doug Stebbins

Please continue to hold those in rehab and care facilities 

in your prayers

       We invite you to join us for 

coffee and fellowship 

following the service. 

       Cheese, cracker, cookie 

and coffee donations are 

greatly appreciated. 

  See Ken Westbrook for more  

information. 

 Sing with great joy!  

FUMC Office hours 

Betsy Wednesday morning       
Visitation as needed 

PaulaJ Tuesday 5-7 PM           
Wednesday and Friday       
8 AM-noon

Beacon Sponsor  

Jane Richards

Dear Church,
We need your assistance.  
Our church Reception Fund is asking 
for donations.
The Reception Fund provides monies 
to purchase food, drinks, and paper 
goods for funeral receptions. 
Thank you.



 4 Gayle Gardei

12 Henry Berry

13 Jennifer Berry

17 Cathy VanReenen

17 Michael Sanders

17 Luke Patria

18 Peter Timperman

20 Sharon Stopf

23 Cicero Lewis

23 Charlie Felton

24 Darlene Newbury

25 Susan Richards

25 Debbie Ridgely

25 Charles Gilman

27 Stephanie Gagnon

28 Jane Richards

28 George Bennett

30 Amy Newbury

  1 John & Cathy VanReenen

  6 Dave & Sue Allen

  8 Mike & Anne Coffey    

16 Dennis & Amanda Veilleux

28 Chuck & Val Quackenbush

Congratulations, Karen!
Please join the celebration at an

 Open House
Saturday, 5/13, 1-4 pm
25 Lovell Rd StrathamTo my church family, 

Thank you for your support 
throughout my first year  

of college. 
I am looking forward to 

being home for the summer. 
Sincerely,  Scott Stevens

Thank you for 
thinking about me at school. 
I really appreciate the gift  

card from Amazon. 
Carson Crisp

Every Sunday we enjoy having fresh 
flowers that have been given in 
memory, honor or celebration of 
someone special to the church family.  
Please sign up on the Flower Chart in 
the narthex.  

Celebrating in May!



1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

6:00 PM

Finance/Council

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

10:00AM Worship

11:15 Coffee  

Trustees

10:00AM Worship

11:15 Coffee 

          SPRC 

10:00AM Worship

11:15 Coffee  

Tri-State  

Resource Day 

9AM-3PM

Memorial

Day

Mother’s

Day
10 AM Worship

11:15 coffee
    

4
Aldersgate 

Day

1738


