
BEACON
MARCH 2016

EASTER SERVICE
MARCH 27TH  @ 10:00 A.M.

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 20TH @ 10:00 A.M. 

MARCH 24TH @ 6:00 P.M.

AND MEAGER MEAL



A NOTE FROM PASTOR SUE

FUMC PORTSMOUTH A 
RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, are dedicated to worshiping, learning, and serving with all 
people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance. As 
a United Methodist Church we stand fully behind the statement “Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors” We celebrate our diversity and invite 
all persons regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual 
orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental 
ability into full membership and participation in the life of this community 
of faith.

DONATIONS GREATLY APPRECIATED
Should you wish to contribute to the Kitchen Renovation Fund, we ask 
that you write "Kitchen" on the memo line of your check. The cost of 
the kitchen is $92,590.00; and donations received this far is $23,403.00.                            

Would you like a card mailed to a loved one experiencing a difficult 
time? Joette MacKenzie offers a card ministry for those in need of 
comfort, contact, and prayer.  Joette will send cards to church 
members and their loved ones experiencing illness, grief, tough 
transitions, or even difficulties that must remain private.
To have a card sent to someone , contact Joette through e-mail at 
joettem64@yahoo.com or call her at (603) 436-8564.  Please share with 
her the name and mailing address of the card recipient, and if 
possible, a brief word about his/her situation.  And certainly – if you 
would like to participate with Joette in this ministry, contact her as 
well. “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).

About fifteen years ago at People’s United Methodist Church in 

Bradford, MA our Sunday School children learned this wonderful 

song.  I’ve always thought that we could make it an Easter song by 

singing “Good News! Good News! Christ Rose for me!” 

This will be the last time I will lead you in worship from Palm/Passion 

Sunday, through Holy Week and on up to Easter Sunday.  As much as 

I love Christmas, Holy Week and Easter are the church Holy Days 

closest to my heart.  Ash Wednesday is really when it all begins for 

me.  It is the beginning of Lent, the time when I spend much time in 

self-examination.  I believe that if we are not honest with ourselves 

and admit our sins not only to ourselves, but to God, we cannot 

possibly appreciate the Sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ.  And we 

certainly cannot really appreciated the Easter celebration!  

You see, the Good News is not that we have some fine new clothes to 

wear to church on Easter Sunday, or even that we are making the 

effort to attend church after an absence.  It isn’t even the music or the 

sermon.  The Good News is indeed that Christ died and rose again for 

YOU and ME that WE might have eternal life! 

Please come and worship together.  Let us pray together, sing 

together, laugh together, cry together, and experience grace and the 

GOOD NEWS together.  I am praying that you have a very meaningful 

Lent, a powerful Holy Week, and a glorious Easter! 

         Blessings, 

  

         Pastor Sue

Beacon Sponsor
Joette Mackenzie

Good News! 

Good News! 

Christ died for me 

Good News! 

Good News! 

If I believe 

Good News! 

Good News! 

I’m saved eternally 

That’s wonderful 

EXTRA Good News! 
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BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES

  1 Michael Gagnon
  1 Roberta Noble
  3 Megan Brown
  4 Dorothy Fitzpatrick
  7 Devin Scott
  13 Carson Crisp
17 Bonnie Timperman
19 Alberto Jentimane
19 Mara Bovee

John Cansdale

Barry Marshall

Heather Holden

David James

Brian Thompson

Jay Sarosiek

Fred Pettigrew

Rev. Bill & Gayle Gardei

Shawn & Cathy Martin

Family of John Blanchard 

Jane Joubert

Flora Young

Family of Rev. David Thompson

SUNDAY QUIET OFFERING
Our Sunday Quiet Offerings currently are going to THE 100 SCHOOLS 
WATER to provide healthy water for school children in Kenya. Through 
Easter 2016, our donations will fund water filtration systems for Kenyan 
community schools.  $350 gives 50 children a filtration system that provides 
clean, healthy water.  At FUMC, we have already raised almost enough to 
fund one water filtration system. Let’s try to two!

Here’s some additional info on the 100 Schools Water Campaign:

The Children’s Environmental Literacy Foundation (CELF) 
(www.celfeducation.org) has partnered with Vestergaard Frandsen (VF) to 
launch the “LifeStraw® “100 Schools” Water Campaign. CELF and VF 
are encouraging U.S.-based schools and communities to raise money for 
LifeStraw water filters which will be donated to provide safe drinking water 
for students at a minimum of 100 schools in the Western Province of Kenya. 

Each tax deductible donation of $350, plus matching funds from VF’s North 
American retail partner EarthEasy [dollar-to-dollar for the first $10,000 
raised], provides school-based LifeStraw filtration that will enable 50 
students to have clean water for four years.

Lack of safe drinking water is a global health crisis. Each year, 443 million 
school days are lost due to water-related illness which keeps students from 
attending school. Every 20 seconds, a child dies from a water-related illness, 
and more than 783 million people do not have access to an improved water 
source. 

Links:
http://celfeducation.org/lifestrawdonation.html
https://www.facebook.com/Lifestraw100Schools/

22 Diane Deblois
23 Joseph Philbrick
24 Melanie Berry
26 Amy Bovee
27 Anita Bunting
27 Ashley Janvrin
28 Tim Walker

Our Church Family
Pastor Sue & Vern
Sue Newbury
Pauline Stanley
Jim New
Evelyn Laux
Mary Merrill

http://www.celfeducation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Lifestraw100Schools/


BACKPACK MINISTRY, 68 HOURS OF HUNGER

This program continues to thrive and our 6th school year is now half 

over.  We are currently serving 67 children total from all 6 Portsmouth 

schools. The number is down significantly from last year, so I am 

taking that as a sign that maybe things are a little better economically 

in Portsmouth.   Temple Israel, our partner with SFP, helped on this 

ministry as well this year by providing dental kits and first aid kits to 

add to our bags in March.  Middle Street Baptist church has also 

reached out over the last 2 weeks asking to get involved. Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church has been our partner in this from the beginning, 

providing money and a packing team every year.  How awesome is it 

when churches come together to make a difference in the 

community….I think it shows the community even more clearly the 

loving spirit of God!  I continue to be amazed by how many 

wonderful, generous people there are in Portsmouth who have 

reached out to help with this program both with time and money.  The 

LizFit “Spinning Generosity” event raised over $3500 for us in one 

day…..I was stunned and humbled.  I can definitely see God’s hand 

at work as it has been the entire 6 years we have been doing this 

program.  I feel truly blessed to be a part of it.

If you would like to get involved in this ministry or learn more about it, 

please contact me directly at jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886.

Blessings

Jen Berry, Backpack Ministry Coordinator

 

SEACOAST FAMILY PROMISE

SFP is going stronger than ever.  We just completed a rotation in early February 

where we had 3 wonderful families all working hard to put their lives back 

together.  Two will be leaving the program for their own apartments in the next 

few weeks, which is always gratifying.  In 2015, all of the families we helped left 

the program with stable employment and stable housing….God is good!!  Many 

of our former families (who are still in stable housing after many years) come 

back to the day center to volunteer and encourage the current families with 

their stories.  This program definitely changes lives forever and I am proud that 

our church is a part of it, along with 20+ other congregations in the Seacoast 

NH area.  Temple Israel continues to be an amazing partner with us in this 

work, providing a large number of volunteers.  They are a wonderful group of 

people and I am happy to have the chance to work with them and get to know 

them. 

I want to thank my long-term volunteers who have continued to support this 

very important ministry!  However, we can always use fresh volunteers as well 

for dinner help or overnight help, so if you think you might like to help and 

experience the joy of changing people’s lives, please contact me at 

jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 - MARCH 13 - LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

MARCH 19 - 5:00-6:30 PM - LASAGNA SUPPER (OPEN TO PUBLIC)

MARCH 20 - 10:00 AM - PALM SUNDAY WOSHIP SERVICE

MARCH 24 - 6:00 PM - HOLY THURSDAY MEAGER MEAL & TENEBRAE

MARCH 27 - 10:00 AM - EASTER SERVICE AND HOLY COMMUNION 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 - QUILT/ART SHOW - Pastor Sue is looking for 
someone to Co-Chair this event with her.

The Flower Chart is posted in 
the narthex. There are dates 
available. Please choose a 
Sunday you would like to 
have flowers on the altar for 
the worship service and let 
Barbara in the office know 
what you would like printed 
in the bulletin. You may bring 
your own or they may be 
ordered through the office for 
$20.00. Please make checks 
payable to First UMC and 
designate the payment is for 
Altar Flowers.

Author and speaker Liz Curtis Higgs 
brings her best-selling book Bad Girls of 
the Bible to vibrant life in this funny, fast-
paced hour with ten of the Bible's most 
infamous females.  Join Pastor Sue for a 
women's Bible Study based on this book 
and video beginning April 10th following 
worship.

Hello to all,
Daylight is longer now.  Spring is not but a month away.  The Trustees 
continue to press on with matters of the church.  We’d like to hear your 
ideas of what we should and can be doing with church property.  We’ve 
started our planned priorities list for the year.  Just when it seems we are 
about to start something, another item pops up that needs immediate 
addressing.  On Valentines Sunday, I mentioned we were looking into 
acquiring an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) for the church.  We 
placed that on hold for further assessment.  Please do not make 
donations for this until we begin looking into it further.  We anticipated 
approval for a commercial license for the kitchen on February 22nd; 
however, it appears the existing water heater does not supply the quantity 
of hot water necessary to meet the license requirements.  We’ll need to 
get this before finance and church council for funding and approval 
before moving on.  We had a roofer in on Feb. 18th to look at the area 
over the choir loft and in the rear where choir robes are hung.  He 
indicated that repair should not be a huge undertaking.  He indicated he 
would provide us a report.  As of this writing, we are yet to receive the 
report..  Remember I said above “Just when it seems we are about to 
start something…?”  He does have plans for us.  Let’s trust and believe in 
that.  Amen for now.

~Art Munson, Trustee Chairperson

Pastor Sue is looking for readers for the Maundy Thursday evening 
service and Palm/Passion Sunday…Please contact her if you are 
willing to participate.



1:00 AA
4:00 Soup Kitchen       
         Team I
7:00 No Choir 
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

12:30 NAM
6:00 Church
        Council  
7:00 PPM
7:00 NA

12:30 NAMI
7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

7:00 Choir
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

12:30 NAMI
6:00 Finance
7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

8:00  AA
5:00-6:30
Lasagne Dinner

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship 8:00  AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
   Lenten Bible
   Study

1:00 AA

8:00  AA

7:00 Choir  
Rehearsal

7:30 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
  Lenten Bible
  Study

12:30 NAMI

5;30 & 7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

9:30 Peace Circle

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Easter
     Service &
     Communion
     
11:00 Fellowship 

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

7:00 F.A.

5:30 AA
First United Methodist Church
129 Miller Avenue | Portsmouth, NH  03801 | 
603.436.6038
Pastor Susan Ellery - home phone 207-502-7105
email - susanbellery@gmail.com
office@fumcportsmouth.net | 
www.fumcportsmouth.com

HOLY THURSDAY

 7:30 AA

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

PALM SUNDAY

EASTER

6:00 Meager Meal  
   and Tenebrae

6:00 Mission
 Outreach

World Day of Prayer

Beacon Sponsor
Joette MacKenzie
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