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Pastor Sue’s 
Retirement Celebration
Sunday, June 12, 2016

Pot Luck Lunch

A time to look back with admiration...

A time to look forward with anticipation.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

When our Administrative Assistant and sister in Christ, Barbara Clement, told me it was time to write my monthly letter it 
suddenly hit me that this would be my last monthly Beacon letter to you all.  It was a sad moment.

Vern and I want to thank you first and foremost for accepting us into your wonderful church family.  It isn’t often that the 
spouse of a pastor wants to continue attending the church their husband or wife is leaving, but this is the case with Vern.

Secondly, I want to thank you for your flexibility.  You get an A+ for accepting changes and for being The Church!  You 
have all prayed hard, played hard, and worked hard to be part of great healing and spiritual growth at First United 
Methodist Church.

Last, but surely not least, Vern and I want to thank you for your prayers. We begin another chapter in our journey together 
with Christ.  We look forward to day trips, sleeping in, afternoon naps, and time with our friends and family. 

If I might borrow something a dear friend usually closes her messages with….Peace on your journey.

                                                                          Pastor Sue and Vern

This will be Pastor Sue’s last Sunday, so let’s 
show her how much we appreciate her 
leadership and join her and Vern in this 

celebration!



BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES

           2 David Brown
        4 Shawn Martin
     6 Ryan Chesser
    9 Pauline Stanley
         10 Carol Johnson
         11 Peter Robitaille

14 Nicole Richards
18 Alan Timperman

         20 Barbara Millar (100 years)
         21     James New
         22     Anissa New-Walker  
         28     Christopher Laux

  29    Bill & Gayle Gardei

Dear Church Family
Thank you all for the prayers, hugs, cards and visits during my Mom's  illness. She felt 
surrounded by your love till she joined my Dad in our Father's house in Heaven.
Thank you to all who helped to keep her memorial service "short and sweet".
Peace in your Journey
PennySue Orr

To My Church Family,
My sincere Thank You to everyone who has sent and continue to send get well greetings, 
phone calls and e-mails for recovery from my recent knee surgery.  We are blessed to be in a 
very loving and caring church family.  Also, for the many birthday cards to both of us.
Blessings and love to you all!     
Gil & Marilyn Stebbins

Would you like a card mailed to a loved one 

experiencing a difficult time? Joette 

MacKenzie offers a card ministry for those 

in need of comfort, contact, and 

prayer.  Joette will send cards to church 

members and their loved ones experiencing 

illness, grief, tough transitions, or even 

difficulties that must remain private.

To have a card sent to someone , contact 

Joette through e-mail at 

joettem64@yahoo.com or call her at (603) 

436-8564.  Please share with her the name 

and mailing address of the card recipient, 

and if possible, a brief word about his/her 

situation.  And certainly – if you would like 

to participate with Joette in this ministry, 

contact her as well. “Comfort, comfort my 

people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).

mailto:joettem64@yahoo.com?subject=


HAMPTON UMC CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
& RESTAURANT CHALLENGE

Monday, June 6. 2016 Breakfast Hill Golf Club

Greenland, NH

Shot-gun Start 8:30 A.M. More information is posted 

in Sanborn Hall

SUNDAY QUIET OFFERING
We will continue to use coin donations from
our Sunday Quiet Offering Baskets to raise the
$700 needed to fund water filtration systems
for two schools in Kenya.  To date we have
collected over $500 toward THE 100 SCHOOLS
WATER CAMPAIGN, a project developed by
CELF, The Children’s Environmental Literacy
Foundation.
 

Lack of safe drinking water is a global health
crisis. Each year, 443 million school days are
lost due to water related illnesses which keep
students from attending school. Every 20
seconds, a child dies from a water related
illness, and more than 783 million people do
not have access to an improved water source.

Marilyn Stebbins

Pauline Tucker

John Cansdale

Heather Holden

David James

Brian Thompson

Eva Swan

Our Church Family

Vern & Pastor Sue 

Rev. Bill & Gayle Gardei

Ethel Mundy

Jim & Evely New

Evelyn Laux

Sylvia Bartlett

Many projects for varying skills, interests and ages: 

painting, cleaning, clearing brush, mowing, 

remodeling, etc.

This FREE event includes lunch and is good for 

adults, families and youth. We need YOUR help!

Register online at http://www.wanakee.org/

registration-form so that they can plan. To help us 

plan, please go to www.signupgenius.com, Search 

by my email address mksrichards@comcast.net 

and follow the instructions.

Meet at church at 7:30 a.m. to car pool.

Please talk with Sue or David Richards for more 

information.

WANAKEE 
WORK DAY 
SATURDAY

JUNE 4 
9:00 - 3:00

Come work with others 

who love Wanakee, as 

you make the camp 

ready for the summer!

Fred Pettigrew
Shawn Griffin
Jane Joubert
Rory Hutchinson
Kathy Noble Maiago
Jay Sarosiek

I would thank the church 
for allowing me to hold my 
Eagle Court of Honor in 
the sanctuary. 
Furthermore, I must 
express my deepest 
gratitude to all the 
members of the church for 
all the support I received 
during my eagle project.

Allowing me to host my car wash at the church 
and work on my project allowed me to 
complete my project and receive my Eagle 
Scout rank. I am very appreciative of all the 
care I have received from my church family as I 
have gown here. 

Thank you all,
Scott Stevens

A NOTE OF THANKS

http://www.wanakee.org/registration-form
http://www.signupgenius.com/
mailto:mksrichards@comcast.net


Backpack Ministry/End 68 Hours of 

Hunger Update

This program continues to thrive and our 6th school year 

is now on the backstretch and we are already starting to 

think about next school year and what we can do to 

make the program even more successful and give it 

even more outreach into the community.  My co-

coordinator has been meeting with school officials to 

determine what could be improved or changed in order 

to get more children/parents to take advantage of the 

program and they came up with some good ideas we 

are going to implement for next school year.  

We are currently serving 67 children total from all 6 

Portsmouth schools. We continue to get amazing 

support from other churches and our community 

volunteers.  I get emails from folks regularly asking how 

they can get involved and volunteer.  God is good! 

If you would like to get involved in this ministry or learn 

more about it, please contact me directly at 

jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886. 

Blessings,

Jen Berry, Backpack Ministry Coordinator

Seacoast Family Promise  

SFP is going stronger than ever. We currently have (4) families 

in the program – 3 of which are new from our last rotation, which 

means families once again have transitioned successfully from 

this program into stable housing.  If you would like to volunteer, 

we have opportunities available to help with prepping the 

Sunday school rooms for family arrival, cleaning them up when 

it’s over the next week, dinner crew for Friday night and we 

could always use new overnight volunteers.  Many of the current 

volunteers in this program have been doing it all 12 years, so 

some fresh volunteers would be appreciated.   This program 

definitely changes lives forever and I am proud that our church 

is a part of it, along with 20+ other congregations in the 

Seacoast NH area.   If you think you might like to help and 

experience the joy of changing people’s lives, please contact 

Jen Berry, Coordinator

Contact information: jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886.  

FUMC PORTSMOUTH A 
RECONCILING 
CONGREGATION
We, the congregation of the First United 

Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, are dedicated to 

worshiping, learning, and serving with 

all people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s 

message of love and acceptance. As a 

United Methodist Church we stand fully 

behind the statement “Open Hearts, Open 

Minds, and Open Doors” We celebrate our 

diversity and invite all persons regardless 

of age, gender, racial or ethnic 

background, sexual orientation, marital or 

socioeconomic status, nationality, physical 

or mental ability into full membership and 

participation in the life of this community 

of faith.

mailto:jen_b76@yahoo.com
mailto:jen_b76@yahoo.com


FROM THE TRUSTEES

DOMINIC’S BAPTISM
Congratulations to Joseph and Erica 

Arcadipane on the baptism of their 

son, Dominic John Acadipane by 

Pastor Sue on May 22, 2016. Pictured 

are Domimic, Mom and Dad, Sister 

Maria, and Grandparents

“TOGETHER WE CAN DO IT” 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
DATES TO REMEMBER

Commitment Sunday - June 5, 2016

We ask that all who have not previously made a 

commitment to our ‘Together We Can Do It’ 

campaign do so at the morning worship service.

Celebration Sunday - June 12 we will have a Pot 

Luck Lunch to celebrate Pastor Sue’s retirement 

and the Capital Fund Campaign. If you have not 

submitted your commitment cards please do do as 

soon as possible. Come and celebrate with us 

what we hope will be a successful campaign. Your 

generous gifts and commitments in any amount 

will be vital to the success of First United 

Methodist Church of Portsmouth.

NEW MEMBER
We extend a warm welcome to Paul 

Webber who transferred his 

membership from Milton N.H. 

Community Church. Paul is the 

husband of Rev. Betsy Webber who 

has been assigned to be our Pastor 

at First UMC effective, July 1. 2016

Greetings to all.  The work of the Trustees is never done.  Some things are done;

some in process; some in queue, and some on the back burner.  The cutting

down of and trimming of several trees on the property was accomplished in early

May.  Repair of roof over choir loft is pending due to inclement weather affecting

outdoor contractors in April.  A revised rental fee schedule was reviewed and will

be effective July 1st.  We are looking into identifying a reputable firm to strip and

wax Sanborn Hall.  Any suggestions?  A new air conditioner was purchased for

the church office and due to be installed prior to Memorial Day.  We were able to

obtain a new one for more than 50% under budget.  We like that!!!!  We will

continue to do what we can with the resources available and in keeping with our

charter to maintain the Church and Parsonage.

PEACE CIRCLE LUNCHEON JUNE 14 AT NOON
Portsmouth Country Club. For information and reservations call Yvonne Griffin at 

603-433-2612

STATE OF THE CHURCH FINANCE MEETING
Tuesday, June 21 - 6:00  PM in Sanborn Hall

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
BRIEFING

First UMC, Portsmouth

June 9 - 7PM

Jim McPhee, our District Supt. invites 

any interested lay folks and Pastors to 

join in a General Conference 2016 

Briefings and Conversations.

Jim will offer some information/

summaries from the actions of the 

recently concluded 2016 General 

Conference.  We will share prayer 

together.  Persons attending will have 

the opportunity to share, ask 

questions, and have a conversation 

together.

 

PORTSMOUTH FUMC

“TOGETHER WE CAN DO IT”

Capital Campaign



1:00 AA

4:00 Soup Kitchen       
         Team 
7:30 AA12:30 NAM

7:00 NA

12:30 NAMI
   6:00 Finance
   7:00 Gen. Conf.
            Briefing
  7:00 NA

7:30 AA

12:30 NAMI
6:00 Church
        Council 
 7:00 NA

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
Art Munson 
Preaching
11:00 Fellowship

8:00  AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
Pot Luck Lunch
Pastor Sue’s
Retirement Party 
Capital Campaign
Celebration

9:00 – 3;00
Wanakee Clean- 
Up Day
1:00 AA

8:00  AA

7:30 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
Board of Trustees
Capital Fund
Commitment
Sunday
 

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

5:30 AA.

5:30 AA

 7:30 AA
5:30 AA

12:30 NAMI
  7:00 NA

5:30 AA
10:00 Worship
David Richards
Preaching
11:00 Fellowship

1:00 - 4:00
Barbara Millar 100th
Birthday Celebration

 7:30 AA

NoonPeace Circle
Luncheon

New England United Methodist Annual Conference

Hampton 
Golf Tournament

First United Methodist Church
129 Miller Avenue | Portsmouth, NH  03801 | 
603.436.6038
Pastor Susan Ellery - home phone 207-502-7105
email - susanbellery@gmail.com
office@fumcportsmouth.net | 
www.fumcportsmouth.com
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