
BEACON
JANUARY 2016

Dear PAST,
thank you for all

of the life lessons

Dear FUTURE…
I’m READY NOW!!

WELCOME 2016
HAPPY NEW YEAR



A NOTE FROM 
PASTOR SUE

 I think about it quite a bit, but then I’m getting older.  I guess when we are 

younger, it isn’t quite so important to us…….Someone once said something like, 

“On my Tombstone, I want printed…’What a Ride!’”  

 I am looking forward to what is next in this life.  But just as much, I am 

interested in what is coming up this month.  We celebrate Epiphany, the day the 

Magi visited the toddler Jesus.  Yes, I said, “toddler”!  And we will have a Magi 

Meal! Please look through the Beacon for more details.

The next week we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus and reaffirm our baptisms.  

This is always a very special Sunday for me because I get to say for myself that I 

love and follow Jesus and ask for myself to be washed clean.  We are not getting 

re-baptized for that isn’t necessary.  One baptism is all that is needed.  After all, 

during our baptism God does all the work so why would we have to do it all over 

again.  This is just our reaffirmation.

On January 17th we will welcome Travis Allen as guest preacher. Travis is on his 

journey to become a United Methodist Local Pastor.  Travis will preach on the 

first miracle Jesus ever performed.

January 24th and 31st we travel to Nazareth with Jesus to his hometown Temple.  

It’s one of the times in his life when Jesus, to save his life, gives the natives the 

slip!  And you thought Jesus’ life was boring!  What a ride!

Blessings, my friends!  Let’s begin 2016 together worshipping as a passionate 

community of faith!    Blessings,  

                                     Pastor Sue

Well, Happy New Year!  Happy Epiphany! Happy 

Baptism! and before you know it….Solemn Lent 

and then back to Happy Easter! 

Yes, here we are at the start of a new year.  The 

year of our Lord, 2016.  Just yesterday it was 

1995!  How the time flies by as we are living out 

our journeys. Have you wondered 

where God might lead you next in your journey? 

Serving Food Safely at Community Gatherings
Tuesday, January 19, 2016 - 05:00 PM to 07:00 PM, at FUMC)
If you serve food at church dinners, community suppers, or potluck 
dinners, this workshop will help protect you and the people you feed. The 
2-hour workshop uses practical discussion and hands-on demonstrations 
to help participants apply safe food handling practices when serving food 
to the community. Basic information on critical food safety and sanitation 
concepts are reviewed such as personal hygiene, preventing cross 
contamination, and controlling time and temperature. Participants receive 
reference handouts and a certificate of attendance.

The Trustees strongly urge anyone who works in the kitchen, now or who 

will in the future, to take this class!  If you need a ride to the church for this 

class please contact the church office.

Class is being taught by University of New Hampshire 
Cooperative Extension.

FUMC PORTSMOUTH A 
RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, are dedicated to worshiping, learning, and serving with all people as 
we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance. As a United 
Methodist Church we stand fully behind the statement “Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, and Open Doors” We celebrate our diversity and invite all persons 
regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, 
marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental ability into full 
membership and participation in the life of this community of faith.

DONATIONS GREATLY APPRECIATED
Should you wish to contribute to the Kitchen Renovation Fund, we ask 
that you write "Kitchen" on the memo line of your check. The cost of the 
kitchen is $92,227.00; and donations received this far is $18,927.00.                            



BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES

 BEACON SPONSOR
Gertrude Parkhurst

To my loving Church Family

I so appreciate the Christmas gift and as important all the support you have given me 

the past 29 [almost 30!] years.  You are such an important part of my life…Thank 

you.  

Love,

Barbara Clement

To our Church Family,

Thank you for your generous Christmas gift it is very much appreciated.  We wish for 

all of you a Happy New Year.

Love,

Ken and Jenya Westbrook

Dear FUMC Congregation,

Thank you for the Christmas gift but most of all thank you for your continued support 

of the music ministry as an integral part of the worship service.  It does our hearts 

good to know that we have touched you through the gift of music .  Happy New Year 

to each of you.

Lovingly,

Bevan BloemendaalBarry Marshall

Heather HoldenDavid James

Brian Thompson

Dale Jewell

Those impacted by tragedies

Our Church & Church Family

Sue Newbury

Fred Pettigrew

Rev. Bill & Gayle Gardei

Shawn & Cathy Martin

John Cansdale

25 John VanReenen

26 Karen Sarosiek

27 Sue Newbury

27 Tammy Bunting

29 Thomas Reed

31 Yvonne Griffin

31 Tim Orr

31 Karen Scott

31 Vicki David

  1 Glenn & Sara Reed

  1 Bill Crisp

  3 Tenley Wesbrook

  4 Bert Eckert

  5 Joseph Philbrick, Jr.

  6 Barbara Felton

  6 David Richards

11 Cathy Martin

16 William Dewhurst

19 Lindsay Veilleux

23 David Bovee



BACKPACK MINISTRY/END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER

This program continues to thrive and we are 6th school year is now in full swing.  

We are currently serving 73 children total from all 6 Portsmouth schools. I expect 

that will grow some over the next few weeks.  We have some new volunteers that 

have joined us, like the Elks Lodge in Portsmouth, who now help us deliver the 

first Friday of every month, as well as the majority of the volunteers that have been 

with the program for years. People seem to really love to participate – I know I do!  

And the community of Portsmouth continues to reach out to help support us 

financially, through food drives, fundraisers, grants (Elks) and contributions from 

individuals.  We are doing very well financially and should have no problem 

funding the program this year.  One new fundraising event that we will be part of 

this year is called Spinning for Generosity and should be fun.

If you would like to get involved in this ministry or learn more about it, please 

contact me directly at Jennifer_lynn1@comcast.net or 603-679-3702. 

Blessings,

Jen Berry, Backpack Ministry Coordinator

Hard to believe but we are just wrapping up our 12th year of participating in this 

program – how time flies when you’re doing something so important.   Some fast 

facts about the program from our annual report for 2014 (2015 numbers are not out 

yet):

• More than 900 volunteers and 22 congregations participate, donating more than 
14,000 volunteer hours per year.

• Hosting congregations are located in Brentwood, Exeter, Greenland, Hampton, 
North Hampton, Portsmouth, Rye, and Stratham.

• Can house a maximum of 14 individuals, making up a total of 5 homeless 
families at a time.

• Served 190 homeless families (586 children and adults) in eleven years.
• 346 of SFP guests have been children under the age of 18 with 178 of those 

being under the age of 5. 
• In 2014: 

o SFP responded to 259 referrals
o SFP served 48 adults and children making up 14 families.
o SFP provided overnight shelter in the amount of 3,290 bed nights and 

served 9,870 meals.
o 63% of the guests were children. 
o 46% of SFP guests were children under the age of 5. 
o 64% of SFP guests were from Rockingham or Strafford County.
o 80% of SFP guests secured permanent or transitional housing at their exit 
o 72% of adult guests secured or maintained employment while in our 

program. 
o The average length of stay in 2014 was 94 days.

From these facts, you can see how many lives are being improved by this program.  

God is doing great work through us and our long-term partner in this ministry – 

Temple Israel! I want to thank my long-term volunteers who have continued to 

support this very important ministry!  However, we can always use fresh 

volunteers as well, so if you think you might like to help and experience the joy of 

changing people’s lives, please contact me at 603-679-3702 or 

jennifer_lynn1@comcast.net.  
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 2015

CHRISTMAS 2015



1:00 AA
4:00 Soup Kitchen       
         Team III
7:00 Choir 
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

10:00 Worship
          Communion
11:00 Fellowship 
11:15 Trustees

12:30 NAM
6:00 Council 
7:00 PPM
7:00 NA

12:30 NAMI
7:00 PPM

7:30 NA

7:00 Quartet 
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

5:00-7:00 Food 
Handler’s Training
12:30 NAMI
7:00 PPM

7:30 PM

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
11:15 Worship
          Comm.

8:00  AA

10:00 Worship
with Travis Allen

11:00 Fellowship

1:00 AA

8:00  AA

6:00 Finance

7:00 Small 
Group 
Rehearsal

7:30 AA

7:00 F.A.

7:00 F.A.

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
11:30 UMW

7:00 F.A.

12:30 NAMI
6:00 Mission/
         Outreach
5;30 & 7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

9:30 Peace Circle

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

5:30 AA

5:30 AA

5:30 AA

7:00 F.A.

5:30 AA

First United Methodist Church
129 Miller Avenue | Portsmouth, NH  03801 | 603.436.6038
Pastor Susan Ellery - home phone 207-502-7105
email - susanbellery@gmail.com
office@fumcportsmouth.net | www.fumcportsmouth.com

Happy New Year!

1:00 AA

6:00 Magi Meal

7:00 Choir   
        Rehearsal

7:30 AA
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