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We, the congregation of the First United 

Methodist Church of Portsmouth, 

New Hampshire, are dedicated to 

worshiping, learning, and serving with 

all people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s 

message of love and acceptance. As a United Methodist Church 

we stand fully behind the statement “Open Hearts, Open Minds, 

and Open Doors” We celebrate our diversity and invite all 

persons regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic background, 

sexual orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, 

physical or mental ability into full membership and participation 

in the life of this community of faith.
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“This is the 

message of good 

news 

for the people of 

Israel- 

that there is peace 

with God 

through Jesus 

Christ, 

who is Lord of all.” 

Acts 10:36

The annual Martin Luther King service will be held at 
North Church on Jan 15 at 4:00.  
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Prelude & Lighting of Candles    

Gathering Prayer  

*Call to Worship  

L:  We are here because we have heard the call of Jesus in our lives.

P:  We are here to challenge and support one another to rise up and 
follow.
L:  We are here because we want to be God’s people.

P:  We want to learn more about what it means to be the people of God.
L:  We come seeking to be moved, changed and made whole by the Spirit of 

the living God.

P:  Let us open our hearts to the moving of the Spirit, and prepare to 
leave this place as true disciples of Christ.  Amen.

*Hymn                  “Sing Praise to God who Reigns Above”                      #126

*Prayer of Praise and Adoration   

You are the rock of our salvation, O God, the source of our strength.  You 
are the fountain head from which flow living waters.  When our souls 
thirst after righteousness, your justice sustains us.  In need of 
encouragement, we behold our power and glory.  We lift our hands in the 
sanctuary; with our lips we praise you.  We raise our voices in the 
company of believers and call on your name.  Fill us now with your Holy 
Spirit, and nourish us by your presence.   

*Gloria Patri  #71                                                                                       

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  
Amen.

Special Music       

Time with Child

Joys and Concerns     

(Names only please)                

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                                                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.   

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings                                                                           

*Doxology                                                                                                    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures 
here below.  Praise Him above the heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.  Amen.                                                      

*Prayer of Dedication        

*Hymn                         “In Unity We Lift Our Song”                          #2221              

*Reading                        Acts 10:17-24, 32-38

L:  The Word of God for the People of God.

P:  Thanks be to God.

Morning Message                                                   Rev. Wesley Palmer

                       “Caring For Those Who Have Cared For Us”  

Unison Prayer

Loving God, we thank you for all those who have heard and answered 
the call to leadership in ministry.  We give thanks for the elders, 
deacons and local pastors who lead the congregations of the New 
England Annual Conference.  We lift each of them and their families 
to your care.  We give thanks for the retired pastors of our 
Conference.  Their active service may be complete, but their 
ministries of love and care continue.   We give thanks for the pastor 
of this congregation and for those who have preceded her for their 
vision, commitment, compassion and sacrifice.  Teach us to hold the 
lives and ministries of all pastors in our prayers.  We give thanks for 
the Preachers’ Aid Society and their mission to care for the pastors 
who have cared for us.  We support their efforts with our prayers and 
give thanks for all those who have entrusted them with a portion of 
their resources that makes their ministry possible.  We pray this in 
the name of the one who we all follow, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*Closing Hymn      “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”                  #2241  

 Benediction        (The Congregation encircles the Sanctuary)

May the Lord, gracious God bless and keep you forever.  Grant you 
peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes 
and seek His face, and His grace forever.  May the Lord, mighty God 
bless and keep you forever.

Pastor’s Charge                                                                   Postlude

*Stand if you are able

Please join us for Coffee and Fellowship in Sanborn Hall



Altar flowers today  

Louise A.  Jacobson  
January 18, 1918          

The door of inclusive fellowship in 
FUMC is wide and always stands open.

A warm welcome is extended to all.  
One is never a stranger here, for 
whoever names the name of Christ is at 
home in this church. 

May today's message bring you 
strength and comfort.

GREETINGS FROM REV. BETSY

Pastor - Rev. Betsy Webber

Pastoral Assistant  - David Richards

Guest Preacher - Rev. Wesley Palmer

Lay Leader - Susan Sarosiek

Director of Music - Bevan Bloemendaal

Pianist - PaulaJ Jacobson

Greeters -Marilyn Stebbins

Liturgist -

Secretary - PaulaJ Jacobson

Sound Technician -Sue Sarosiek

THE SUNDAY TEAM

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

1/7/18   $1590.00

attendance  30

Weekly Budget - $3255.00

Please keep your tithes and pledge current.

We are never alone when we pray

Barbara Millar            Juanita                        Andrea                       
Adele Westbrook       Austin                         Dorothy Steinmetz         
Phillip Hood               Sylvia Bartlett             Steven Dietz             
Arlene Johnson         Brian Thompson

Please continue to hold those in rehab and care facilities 
in your prayers

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way.”


“We have flown the air like birds and swum the sea like fishes, 
but have yet to learn the simple act of walking the earth like 
brothers.”


“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you 

doing for others?’” 

“But the end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end 

is the creation of the beloved community.  It is this type of 

spirit and this type of love that can transform opposers into 

friends.  It is this type of understanding that will transform the 

deep gloom of the old age into the exuberant gladness of the 

new age.  It is this love which will bring out miracles in the 

hearts of men”

 Martin Luther King Jr.



Our guest preacher today is Rev. Dr. Wesley Palmer.  Wesley became the  

Executive Director of the Preachers’ Aid Society of New England in March 

2015.  Wesley grew up as a preacher’s kid in churches all over the State 

of Maine.  Wesley served local churches in Maine and New Hampshire for 

30 years until his move to PAS in 2015.  He and his wife Lucy live in 

Berwick, Maine with their dog Daisy.

The Preachers’ Aid Society of New England (PAS) cares for the 

pastors who have cared for us since 1832.  The society was first founded 

in the days before there were pensions for our pastors.  That meant that 

many of them were left with very little to support them after active ministry.  

The Society became that support for many individuals.  The Society is led 

by a committed Board of lay persons who have managed the resources 

entrusted to them to provide for a vital ministry to both active and retired 

pastors and their surviving spouses.  PAS has a visitation program for all 

New England Annual Conference retirees and surviving spouses in the 

region.  PAS underwrites the Tending the Fire program for active pastors 

in New England.  PAS has developed emergency grant programs for both 

active and retired pastors.  PAS refinances student debt for pastors to 

allow them to have more money to invest in their retirement funds.  PAS 

now has 29 units of affordable retirement housing at Wesley Woods in 

Gilford, NH and Wesley by the Sea in Wells, Maine.  You can learn more 

about the Preachers’ Aid Society by visiting their website at 

www.preachersaid.org.

Welcome. We rejoice in having you here with us. Your 

presence  lifts our spirits. Remembering the love that God 
has for all of us,  let us extend our hands in love and 
respect for one another.

We invite you to join us for coffee  

and fellowship following the service. 

Cheese, cracker, cookie and coffee 

donations are greatly appreciated. 

See Ken Westbrook for more  

information.

Sunday Quiet Offering
Our Quiet Offering donations will now 
be used for Fuller Center for Housing. 
We hosted 21 riders in the Bicycle Adventure 
mission in July.      

SUNDAY 
10:00 WORSHIP

11:00 COFFEE AND

          FELLOWSHIP

11:15  Trustees
MONDAY
4 PM  Martin Luther King, Jr
service North Church
TUESDAY
7:00 NA

WEDNESDAY
10 AM  AA 

THURSDAY
8:30 AM AA

7:30 PM AA 

FRIDAY
8:00 AA
SATURDAY
1:00 AA

Sunday, February 4 

Congregational Meeting, 

with Pot Luck, following worship.   


