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We have had a cold, rainy spring thus far, 
and I am amazed how the earth is 
reclaiming new birth with blossoming trees 
and shrubs; green grass dotted with 
dandelions; with birds singing as they flow 
through the air.  Hurry controls us; 
therefore we miss out on the gifts 
surrounding us.  It is true that often we feel 
closest to God when in the outdoor 
world...and this reminds me of a prayer I 
found written by St. Anselm of Canterbury: 
England 1033-1109.
"O Lord my God, teach my heart today 
where to see you, how to see you, where 
and how to find you.  You have made me 
and remade me and you have given me all 
the good things I have ever 
possessed...help me to find you by loving 
you, help me to love you when I find you."  
God never leaves us; we leave God.  May 
you find the peace meant for each and 
every one of us every day.

FUMC Office hours 

Betsy Wednesday morning      
Visitation as needed 

PaulaJ Tuesday 5-7 PM           
Wednesday and Friday       
8 AM-noon

Beacon Sponsor  

David & Sue 
Richards

Faith is not believing that God can,

it is knowing that He will



Portsmouth First United Methodist Church 
Finance Committee  Minutes of Meeting – May 9, 2017 

The Finance Committee met at the church for the May monthly meeting 
in conjunction with Church Council. Present were Finance Committee 
members Sue Sarosiek, Nancy Chesser, David Richards, Linda Reiber, 
Yvonne Griffin, Betsy Webber, Art Munson, John VanReenen and Sue 
Richards for Council.  Art opened the meeting with prayer. 

The following topics were discussed: 
- Linda presented three reports for review by the committee; Some 

key points from the reports included the following: 
o The loan from the United Methodist Foundation was paid in 

full during the past month.  Great job by First Church to get 
this taken care of in such a timely manner. 

o Our Mission Shares has been reduced to $3,098 with our 
$2,000 credit for paying 100% of last year’s shares.  We are 
not currently up to date with our 2017 Mission Share 
payments.  This must be monitored during the year and 
caught up soon. 

o The deficit noted as the difference between payments made 
and income received of  
-$15,168 during last month’s meeting has dropped to -$7,519.  
To some degree this is a timing issue but should be watched 
as we address the current state of the church to the 
congregation in the coming months. 

- Linda provided an update on the church audit.  As reported, Pastor 
Sue has the 2016 records and should be done with the audit during 
the coming week.  Art provided a summary of progress on the 
projects that had received prior Finance Committee 
recommendations to Church Council.  These included: 
o Successful and positive air quality testing completed in the 

sanctuary 
o Stone mason work is currently in process and should be 

wrapped up in the next two weeks 
o Still waiting for a quote from the locksmith 
o Putting all new building use agreements on hold per DS Jim 

MacFee. 
- John would like a financial update in the July Beacon.  

The next Finance Committee meeting will be held on June 20 at the 
parsonage at 6pm. 

         John VanReenen       Finance Committee Chairperson 

PENTECOST  
{greek meaning “great fifty days”}

The end of the 50 days celebration of Easter and the beginning 
of celebrating the early church. (It is often referred to as the 
birthday of the church.)
For the early church, Pentecost was the second most important 
part of the Christian year after Pascha or Easter. Originally, it 
commemorated both the Ascension of Jesus and the descending 
of the Holy Spirit, but became two distinct celebrations by the end 
of the fourth century. (As Christianity became legal, there was no 
reason not to have as many celebrations as possible.) Pentecost 
also became a favorite time for baptisms with its focus on the 
work of the Holy Spirit within the church and within our lives.

Some questions to think about…
“What is our community ‘on fire’ about?”
“What fuels the fire or fans the flames of our church’s ministry?”
“What is our passion for ministry?”
“What sets us ablaze (or at least warms our hearts)?”

adapted from an article by Marcia McFee 
http://www.umc.org/resources/on-fire-pentecost-worship 

Catch the Fire!

http://www.umc.org/resources/on-fire-pentecost-worship


What is Connectional Giving?
Connectional giving is in our Methodist DNA 
The Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane, director of stewardship for 
Discipleship Ministries, spent the first week in May in New 
England talking about the importance of connectional giving, 
and how we can capture the stories of the impact that 
generosity has around the world.   
Here is what Sloane had to say about John Wesley’s beliefs 
about generosity: 
Wesley’s famous sermon: “Earn all you can, save all you can, so 
that you can give all you can” Dr. Sloane said was instruction to 
people outside the church who were struggling so that “they 
might experience some of the grace of God that comes through 
giving – ... in the midst of whatever kind of setting you’re in.” 
“Wesley understood his own relationship with God depended 
not just on a vertical relationship,” Sloane said, “but on how 
wide his eyes were open and how wide his arms were open to 
what the need was around him.” 
Dr. Sloane said that from the beginning of the class meeting 
groups an offering was always taken for mission. 
“Right from the very beginning,” he said, “it (connectional 
giving) was built into our DNA” as United Methodists. 
Hear more from Sloane’s talks in a short video that can be found 
at www.neumc.org 

Like many holidays and celebrations there are multiple claims 
of “who did it first” or “where it began”
Here are some interesting facts about Father’s Day.
—In Catholic Europe, it has been celebrated on March 19 (St. 
Joseph's Day) since the Middle Ages.
—Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Wash. came up with the idea 
while in church  listening to a Mother’s Day sermon.  She felt that 
fathers were equally deserving of a day of recognition.  Her 
father was left to raise six children after his wife died. 
Sonora wanted to show her appreciation for all the love and hard 
work for her father and other fathers like him.  It was first 
celebrated in 1910.
—on the other side of the country in Fairmont, WV Grace Golden 
Clayton suggested to the minister of a local Methodist church 
that they hold a service to honor fathers after a deadly mine 
explosion that killed 361 men in 1908
—though President Bryant was a supporter of celebrating fathers 
it was President Coolidge who recommended a national holiday 
in 1924 but no action was taken. 
—President Johnson by executive order designated the third 
Sunday in June to celebrate but it wasn’t until President Nixon 
was in office in 1972 that Father’s Day became a national 
holiday.
BUT Scholars believe the tradition of celebrating dads began 
nearly 4000 years ago in Babylon where a young lad, Elmesu, 
carved a message on clay wishing his father ‘good health and a 
long life’.
—Father’s Day is celebrated worldwide.
(sources Wikpedia, Father’s Day history & The Art Of Manliness)

 Sing with great joy!
Choir schedule for June

June 4   9 AM rehearsal
              11:15 Women’s rehearsal
June 11  9AM  Women’s rehearsal 
              11:15  Solists rehearsal
June 18  9 AM  Soloists rehearsal
               11:15 Choir rehearsal 
June 25   9 AM Choir rehearsal

http://www.neumc.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages


Stories of Faith

   Barbara Millar grew up on a farm outside of Plymouth, NH 
and as a child was christened and attended the Methodist 
church.  Her favorite hymn was “Jesus Loves Me” 

   She began her teaching career in a one room school house in 
Lisbon and was a classroom teacher and principal in Claremont.  

Newly married she and Jim moved to Boston and decided to 
attend a service at the Copley Methodist Church.  The minister 
at that time was Rev. J.T. Copplestone who had just 
transferred from FUMC! His father, also a minister, christened 
her at the Plymouth church!

   Barbara and Jim were asked to join the Copley Methodist 
Church but before they could Jim was transferred to 
Portsmouth.  Rev. Copplestone contacted the FUMC minister, 
Rev. Brewster, to have them join his church shortly after they 
moved here in the fall of 1949.  Living just up the street at 
the time is was a pleasant walk to church on Sunday mornings. 

   Barbara has been very active our the church over the years 
as Sunday School teacher and Superintendent, Treasurer of the 
Women’s Society, Treasurer of Administrative Council, Chairman 
of the Christmas Bazaar and the first woman to serve on the 
Trustees.  

   She hosted the Knitting group at her Portsmouth home and 
continues to host the Peace Circle at her home in Kittery.

  When asked about favorite hymns her short list includes “Just 
A Closer Walk”, “Tell Me the Stories”, “He Touched Me” “Be 
Thou My Vision” and “All Things Bright and Beautiful”.

   Since 1950 Barbara has been a constant in our church family.  
It was her faith that brought her here and good friends and 
church family have kept her here.  “Going to church is a good 
habit to have. You are a part of everything and feel the spirit 
of the church. Something’s missing if you don’t go (to church)”


Thank you and Happy Birthday, Barbara!  

Stories of Faith 

In the coming months we will be sharing different stories 
from the congregation of how we grow in our faith and life 
at FUMC.  If you would like to share your story please let 
Paula know.  Or you may just hear from her in the coming 
months!

            

 Brian Thompson             

 Arlene Johnson           

 Ken Gregoire

 Dianna Hanson

Family of Leslie (Jen Berry)

Please continue to hold those in rehab and care 

facilities in your prayers



Every Sunday we enjoy having fresh flowers that have 

been given in memory, honor or celebration of someone 

special to the church family.  Please sign up on the 

Flower Chart in the narthex.  

Celebrating in June!

         2 David Brown
       4 Shawn Martin
    6 Ryan Chesser
        10 Carol Johnson
        11 Peter Robitaille

14 Nicole Richards
18 Alan Timperman

        20 Barbara Millar (101 years!)
        21    James New
        22    Anissa New-Walker  
        28    Christopher Laux

  29    Bill & Gayle Gardei

Congratulations to John VanReenen  on becoming a 

certified Lay Leader of the United Methodist Church.


Peace Circle Luncheon 
Tuesday June 13 
Luncheon at the  

Portsmouth Country Club 
RSVP to Barbara Millar 

Sunday June 11

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so very much for the gift  
and of helping me celebrate with my 
graduation! 
I am so thankful to have such an  
amazing family here. 
Much love, Karen Sarosiek 

       We invite you to join us for 

coffee and fellowship 

following the service. 

Cheese, cracker, cookie and 

coffee donations are greatly 

appreciated. 

            See Ken Westbrook for 

more information. 

Dear Church Family, 
I want to thank you for all the cards,  

calls, meals and visits during my recent 
recovery.  I am truly blessed to be a 

member of such a loving church family.     
  Evelyn New 



1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

1:00 PM AA 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

8:00 PM AA 

Dare To Dream 

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

6:00 PM      

Finance/Council

7:00 PM NA 

7:00 PM NA 

9 AM Choir Women    

10:00AM Worship

11:15 Coffee      

soloist rehearsal

     

          

FATHER’S DAY

9:30 AM AA

9:30 AM AA

9:30 AM  AA

9:30 AM  AA

PEACE CIRCLE

Noon Luncheon

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4 Pentecost
9AM Choir 

10:00AM Worship 

11:15 Coffee      

Choir Women           

Trustees

9 AM soloists    

10:00AM Worship  

11:15 Coffee                 

Choir rehearsal

     

          

9 AM Choir   

10:00AM Worship  

11:15 Coffee                

     

Summer begins


