


Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 
in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
1 John 4:7-12 (NRSV)

Dear Friends,
February has a number of special days in it, but 
perhaps the most famous is Valentine’s Day.  Of 
course, our minds usually associate this day with 
romantic love, hearts, and significant others in our 
lives.  Dave and I were married in February, and many 
people in the congregation I was serving at the time 
tried to romanticize the choice of date because it was 
close to Valentine’s Day.

In truth, the reason behind the choice was two-fold.  
First, my parents, sister, and niece were able to come 
during that week, a very important and pragmatic 
reason.  Secondly, we hoped that Dave’s younger 
brother Alex would be able to be there.  He had been 
diagnosed with stage four colon cancer in the Fall and 
had declined quickly.  Unfortunately, Alex died a week 
before our wedding, so we had a lot going on, both joy 
and sadness.

Our scripture passage choice for our wedding was not 
the very common 1 Corinthians 13 (which is one of my 
absolute favorites), but the passage above from 1 John 
4:7-12.  We felt that it fit our lives and our situation so 
well, and it serves as a reminder to us that God is part 
of our marriage, as well as our living.  I admit that I 
haven’t always been able to live up to the magnificent 
call to live and share God’s love.  However, I also know 
that, by the grace of God, I can keep trying.

As we work together in this congregation to heal 
wounds, rebuild connections, care for each other, offer, 
and receive forgiveness, I hope we all will pray mightily 
for the love of God to lead us, be perfected, and be 
made whole in us.  You all continue in my prayers 
every day, and I hope you will pray for me as well.  
May God bless each and every one of us as we seek 
to live into the fullness of God’s grace.

Grace and peace, Rev. Deb



INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP
Anyone who is interested in becoming a 
member of the church is invited to speak 
with Rev. Deb.  She can arrange for a 
transfer of membership from another 
church, or those who are not members 
somewhere else may join by Profession of 
Faith.  When you join this church, you 
covenant with the congregation to support it 
with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness.  Once we know how many 
people are interested, we will have a new 
member meeting to cover any questions 
people may have.  Please prayerfully 
consider joining.

FROM THE SLATERS
Many thanks for your prayers, cards, and 
phone calls as Jim and I deal with health 
issues.  We miss our church family and hope 
to return soon.  Love and blessings, 
Jim and Barbara

FLOWER DEDICATION
The 2019 calendar is in the narthex.  
Please write your name on the Sunday 
you want the dedication to be made.  
Provide a check for $25 to the office.

FUNDRAISERS

While fundraisers are a source of additional revenue 
for the church, as well as an important community 
outreach the facts below raise the question of viability. 

BELL BAZAAR - For the past several years this 
tradition and fundraiser has declined in community 
participation & revenue this coupled with the decline 
of volunteers has made the investment for this 
fundraiser questionable.  

GOLF TOURNAMENT - Pease Golf Course has 
recently changed rules and increased fees making it 
mandatory to increase overall participation for any 
future success.  This fundraiser prep is accomplished 
by 1 person and not sustainable going forward.

The Church Council is looking to change our 
approach to fundraisers such as replacing these 2 
events with a series of public suppers.

Please share your thoughts, suggestions, or concerns 
with Rev. Deb or any member of Church Council by 
end of February as this will be a topic at the March 
Church Council Meeting.

SAY HELLO TO ERIN 
January 21st we welcomed Erin to our FUMC 
family as our new Administrative Assistant.  When 
you get a chance please stop by and say hello.

The church office hours will be:
Tuesday 9:30 - 4
Wednesday 9:30 - 1
Thursday 9:30 - 4
Friday 9:30 - 1



FUMC PORTSMOUTH 

A RECONCILING CONGREGATION 

We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, are dedicated to worshiping, learning, 
and serving with all people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of 
love and acceptance. As a United Methodist Church we stand fully 
behind the statement “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors” 
We celebrate our diversity and invite all persons regardless of age, 
gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, marital or 
socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental ability into full 
membership and participation in the life of this community of faith.

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS’ LETTER TO THE 
GLOBAL LGBTQ COMMUNITY



FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARY  

MILESTONES
2/10 John & Judy Griffin
2/18 Rev. Deb Hanson & 
        Dave Atkinson
2/24 George & Jessie Bennett
2/25 Art Munson & Nancy Chesser

2/4   Glenn Reed
2/10 Steve Scott
2/12 Charles Quackenbush
2/13 Connie Parson
2/13 Jenya Westbrook
2/14 Barbara Felton
2/13 Amanda Timperman
2/25 Cian Philbrick

A note from Ruth’s 

Niece Sharon Cannon
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year!  Thank you for your continued letters, love and support 
of Aunt Ruth Tuttle over these past nine months.  Your letters, notes and 
cards are a highlight for her as she hears from you and the goings on in 
your lives.  Aunt Ruth is doing well and is well cared for.  She has a lovely, 
comfortable room in Stonebrook Village in the memory care wing.  We 
have set up bird feeders outside her window which she loves to watch and 
this has become a favorite past time of other residents as well.  The aides 
and caregivers are genuinely kind and keep her quite busy with activities, 
exercise, outings to area restaurants or museums, and of course “Ruthie’s 
Sing-A-Long” hour.  Aunt Ruth is still able to play songs by ear so residents 
sit together and sing the “oldies but goodies” while she accompanies them 
on the piano.  

While she is unable to recall that I’m her niece, she knows I’m a friendly, 
familiar face and is happy to see our family [particularly her great nephews 
Wyatt and Owen] when we regularly visit.  She still knows her brother 
Edwin, and of course her dear friend Myrt.  She also has some friends in 
the Memory Care unit that she spends most of her time with.  

Here are some recent photos of Ruth for you to see her smiling face. 
Thank you again for being such caring friends  Wishes for a happy, healthy 
new year in 2019,



WE WILL 
GAIN COURAGE

FROM EACH OTHER
AND FROM OUR

SHARED STORIES OF
GOD’S MIGHTY POWER

WE LIFT UP IN PRAYER:

Barbara & Jim Slater

Barbara Sylvester

Pauline Boynton

Barbara Millar

Clark Cole 

Irene Derosier

Barbara Clement

Malia Broe 

Trudy Parkhurst

Joette MacKenzie

Kim Hishop 

Pastor Sue Ellery

Nancy Chesser’s family

Gabor [Brianna’s dad-in-law]

Rev. Bill Gardei

Gayle Gardei

Marion Collishaw

Sue Goodhue 

Hunter Pinkley

Sylvia Bartlett

BrianThompson 

The Family of Pat McLaughlin

VanReenen Family

Gil Stebbins

Roseanne

Rev. David Kerr

Jim New

Carter [Rosie’s Grandson]

Our Church family



Ruth Tuttle

145 Elm St

Windsor Locks, CT  

06096

Barbara Clement

18 Sam Clark Road

Barnstead, NH 03225

Rev Bill Gardei

9 Lewis Road, #127

Kittery, ME 03904

Gayle Gardei

2 Victoria Court #219

York, ME 03909

Sylvia Bartlett

231 Washington St

Rye, NH 03870

JoEtte MacKenzie

18 Woodman St

Rochester, NH 03867

Barbara & Jim Slater

288 Wallis Road

Rye, NH 03870

Trudy Parkhurst

Wentworth Senior 

Living #351

346 Pleasant St

Portsmouth, NH

03801

Barbara Millar

220 State Road #110

Kittery, NH 03904

Marion Collinshaw

13 Pheasant Run

Stratham, NH 03885

James New

Durgin Pines

9 Lewis Rd #104

Kittery, ME 03904

SENDING A CARD, 
MAKING A VISIT, OR 
CALLING SOMEONE…

These are all wonderful 
ways of making sure our 
FUMC family feels 
connected to what is 
going on in the life of the 
church and in your life.  
Just saying hello can 
make a huge difference in 
someone’s day.  Here are 
some folks that would 
love to hear from you.

Barbara Glidden

188 Jones Ave

Portsmouth, NH 03801

Gil Stebbins

143 Rogers Rd. #105

Kittery, ME 

03904



February Share submission is from 
Sue Sarosiek

• WHY does it mean so much to you? 
Sue: When we lost Skip this poem 
was given to me and through the 
grieving process, it was reassurance 
that he [Skip] is ok.

• HOW has it impacted your life?  
Sue: It has strengthened my own faith 
and reminds me each and every day 
that there is work still to be done.

• WHAT do you want others to take 
away from it?  Sue:  Grief never goes 
away; you learn to live with it.  It’s a 
reminder that we’ll be reunited again 
with our loved ones…”oh the joy”.



FINANCE TRUSTEE

Reverend Deb Hanson – Pastor ~ David Richards – Vice Chairperson ~ Susan Sarosiek – Lay Leader ~ Kevin Fickenscher – SPRC Chairperson 
Sue Richards – Mission & Outreach Chairperson ~ Nancy Chesser – Financial Secretary ~ Linda Reiber – Treasurer ~ Yvonne Griffin – Member at Large ~ Ken Corpron – Trustee 

Stephen Langs – Trustee ~ Art Munson – Trustee ~ John VanReenen – Chairperson

Invested Funds
Total - $108,113
Available for capital improvements - $66,105

Trustees; Recent Capital Projects - 
Sanctuary Roof Repairs, Sanborn Roof Replacement
Church Tower Stonework Repairs, Randall Room Upgrade

Recent Financial Successes
• Payoff of (2) Loans of $35,000 & $40,000 during 2017
• Payment of Mission Shares 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018
• Payment on Line of Credit of $12,000; Current balance $24,000
• Copier costs cut in half with new copier agreement - 2018

Concerns & Actions
• Church attendance and resulting financial contributions
• Aging congregation combined with natural attrition; impact on pledges
• Fundraising concentration during 2nd half of year resulting in first half bill-

paying challenges
• Several imminent Trustees projects including boiler replacement
• Sharp rise in utility costs of 43% in 2018 over 2017 to total of $26,808
• Congregational concern for financial transparency and additional financial 

information
• Note: In response to the all-church survey the Finance Committee 

implemented the following actions during 2018:
• Monthly committee meeting minutes posted in Sanborn Hall
• Monthly financial reports available for review & copy in church office
• Quarterly state-of-the-church financial report published in Beacon 

Respectfully submitted,
John VanReenen, 
Finance Chairperson

January 2019 Report

2018 Budget - $172,752
2018 Church Income - $169,193

2017 Budget - $169,264
2017 Church Income - $166,636

2016 Capital Campaign
Total Campaign Pledge - $156,766
Funds Received to Date - $156,073
Projects Completed to Date via Capital Campaign

• Kitchen Rebuild & Upgrade
• Alarm System Installation
• Roof Repairs; Sanctuary & Sanborn Hall
• Sanborn Hall Roof Replacement via Line of Credit

Gratitude Campaign – May, 2018*
2018 Pledge Total - $95,904 (34)
2018 Pledge Contributions - $82,352*
2017 Pledge Total - $90,551 (32)
2017 Pledge Contributions - $77,773

Mission Shares Payment
2018 Obligation - $18,655
2018 Payments to Date - $18,655
2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018 Paid in Full

Finance Committee Goals

Open communication; financial 
transparency with congregation

Efficient resolution of challenges
Mission share payments
Prior debt payments

Continuously improved operations
Office computer & software upgrades
Improvements in Church banking
Emphasis on church facilities upkeep 
& maintenance 

Positive response to 2018 all-church survey

          Committee Members



GROUP UPDATES

BACKPACK MINISTRY/END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER 

This program continues to thrive and we are now well into our 8th school year. We are currently serving 102 children total from all 6 Portsmouth schools. We 
continue to get amazing support from other churches and our community volunteers. In the past couple of months, we have received food donations from 5 food 
drives and cash donations from several other fundraisers. We were a participant again this year in “Spinning for Generosity” and over $7,000 was raised in one 
week – amazing!!!!  We have also been selected as the charity for the Pease Tenant Association this year and they will have several fundraising events for us 
throughout the course of the year.  I also have a company at Pease purchasing hats and gloves for all the children, which will go out in the bags on 1/11.  It’s really 
wonderful how giving this Portsmouth community is.  God is good! If you would like to get involved in this ministry or learn more about it, please contact me directly 
at jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886. 
Blessings, Jen Berry - Portsmouth Coordinator

SEACOAST FAMILY PROMISE                                                                                                                                                          

SFP is going stronger than ever. Our next rotation is January 20-27 and we currently have (3) families in the program – 3 single moms and a total of 10 children 
(8 under the age of 6).  All of the families we worked with in 2018 (except for these 3 which are currently in the program) transitioned to stable housing and have 
remained there.  The Day Center in Exeter is currently undergoing significant improvements due to the generosity of the community and Riverwoods, who made 
us their charity this year and raised thousands of dollars for the program.  If you would like to volunteer, we have opportunities available to help with prepping the 
Sunday school rooms for family arrival, cleaning them up when it’s over the next week, dinner crew for Friday night and we could always use new overnight 
volunteers.  Many of the current volunteers in this program have been doing it all 13 years, so some fresh volunteers would be appreciated.   This program 
definitely changes lives and I am proud that our church is a part of it, along with 20+ other congregations in the Seacoast NH area.   If you think you might like to 
help and experience the joy of changing people’s lives firsthand, please contact Jen Berry at jen_b76@yahoo.com or 603-801-3886.    

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)

Is an agency that reaches out to communities and countries who have gone through natural disasters, fires, and many other traumatizing events that have 
caused destruction and loss.  They provide clean-up support, medical supplies, school supplies, and a number of other ways of helping those who are in distress.  
Even though we may not always see them listed in the newspapers, they are among the first ones to respond since teams are made up of people who live in the 
area. 
   
Here at First UMC, we support UMCOR through our financial giving, as well as occasionally putting together kits or flood buckets to send wherever they are 
needed.  All money we give goes to help wherever it is needed.  On the Sunday designated as “One Great Hour of Sharing,” the money for that Sunday goes to 
help the administrative costs to run UMCOR.  So, when we donate to a cause, we can be sure that 100% of the funds go to that cause.  Each month we will 
collect mission money for UMCOR to go to a certain cause.  For more information, go to GBGM.org.  Thanks for all you do to help others! 

mailto:jen_b76@yahoo.com
mailto:jen_b76@yahoo.com






✦2pm Planet 

           Rangers
✦7pm AA

✦7pm AA ✦1pm AA

✦10am Worship
✦11am Coffee Hour

✦10am Worship
✦11am Coffee Hour

✦10am Worship
✦11am Coffee Hour

✦10am Worship
✦11am Coffee Hour

✦8:30am Doris Rice
✦2pm Planet 

           Rangers
✦7pm AA

✦7pm AA ✦1pm AA

✦1pm AA

✦1pm AA
✦1:30pm High 

                 Nooners

✦7pm AA✦8:30am Doris Rice
✦7pm AA

✦8:30am Doris Rice
✦7pm AA

✦8:30am Doris Rice
✦7pm AA

✦7pm AA

✦7pm AA

President’s Day

Valentine’s Day 

✦2pm Planet 

           Rangers
✦6pm Promusica
✦6pm Finance 

           Trustee
✦6:30pm NA

 

✦2pm Planet 

           Rangers
✦7pm AA

✦2pm Planet 

           Rangers
✦6pm Promusica
✦6:30pm NA

 

✦6pm Promusica
✦6:30pm NA

 

✦1pm AA

✦6pm Promusica
✦6:30pm NA

 



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
129 Miller Avenue - Portsmouth, NH 03801

Office Phone 603-436-6038  office@fumcportsmouth.net 
Pastor office hours - Tuesday and Thursday 9 am - 12 pm

[call to ensure availability]
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Debra J. Hanson

Check out our website at www.fumcportsmouth.com
Like and Follow Us On: 

New England Annual Conference
Tri-State District
The Rev. Sudarshana Devadhar, Bishop
The Rev. James McPhee, District Superintendent

mailto:office@fumcportsmouth.net?subject=
http://www.fumcportsmouth.com



