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A NOTE FROMPASTOR SUE

FUMC PORTSMOUTH A 
RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We, the congregation of the First United Methodist Church of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, are dedicated to worshiping, learning, and serving with all 
people as we embrace Jesus Christ’s message of love and acceptance. As a 
United Methodist Church we stand fully behind the statement “Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, and Open Doors” We celebrate our diversity and invite all 
persons regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic background, sexual 
orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental 
ability into full membership and participation in the life of this community of 
faith.

DONATIONS GREATLY APPRECIATED
Should you wish to contribute to the Kitchen Renovation Fund, we ask 
that you write "Kitchen" on the memo line of your check. The cost of the 
kitchen is $92,590.00; and donations received this far is $23,403.00.                            

This past year has been a difficult year for both my husband, Vern, and myself. We 

have both faced health issues, mine less severe than his.  I feel the Spirit nudging me 

to minister to my husband at this time.  I am tired and he is not well….we both need 

healing.

Vern considers First United Methodist Church to be his church and all of you his 

friends. Our hope is that when my ministry is finished at FUMC at the end of June, that 

he will be well enough for me to drive him down to worship in his church with his 

friends. There is a courtesy extended to pastors who are beginning their ministry in a 

new appointment and that is that the former pastor stays away for at least a year to 

give the new pastor a chance to get his/her ministry going. I will honor that.  Instead I 

will church hop and try to take in the worship services of nearby United Methodist 

Churches, and who knows perhaps even other denominations.

I have so enjoyed being your pastor and watching you become “the church”, The Body 

of Christ as you are meant to be.  I admire your sense of adventure and your bravery in 

taking on new tasks and your determination to pull yourselves up by the boot straps to 

get organized and out of debt.  I admire how you all pulled together. Your sense of 

mission is outstanding.  I have never served such a generous congregation!

So, I am with you through the end of June…that means I get to journey through Lent 

with you, mourn with you on Good Friday and celebrate with you on Easter Sunday.  I 

also get to celebrate Pentecost with you!  This will be one BIG celebration this year!

May God bless you as God has blessed me!  

                                                                           With much gratitude,

Pastor Sue

Someone said to me recently, “You know someone 

once told me that being a minister is seasonal.”  I 

immediately felt relief.  You see, I have had to make 

a very important and necessary decision about my 

life and my call and I was having great difficulty in 

accepting the fact that I might no longer be your 

pastor.  Oh, I don’t really think that you ever stop 

being a pastor…..but I do think that God is calling 

me to a different ministry in this season of my life. 

Would you like a card mailed to a loved one experiencing a difficult time? 
Joette MacKenzie offers a card ministry for those in need of comfort, 
contact, and prayer.  Joette will send cards to church members and their 
loved ones experiencing illness, grief, tough transitions, or even difficulties 
that must remain private.
To have a card sent to someone , contact Joette through e-mail at 
joettem64@yahoo.com or call her at (603) 436-8564.  Please share with her 
the name and mailing address of the card recipient, and if possible, a brief 
word about his/her situation.  And certainly – if you would like to participate 
with Joette in this ministry, contact her as well. “Comfort, comfort my 

people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).

mailto:joettem64@yahoo.com?subject=


BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES

Dear friends at First United Methodist Church,

Susan and I are filled with gratitude about being able to use the FUMC 

facility to hold our Planet Rangers and Summer Rangers programs. I’m 

quite sure if you polled the parents they would heartily agree. Despite 

the challenges posed by the fire last spring, everyone has clearly 

pitched in to make the church stronger and better.  Great job, you guys!

 

We have lofty goals for our work with children from the Seacoast 

community. They are centered around the four Cs -  culture, creativity, 

community,  and confidence. This year we were able to serve over 230 

kids in our summer camps and hundreds more in the after school 

programs. In addition, the CIT program is one place where middle 

school aged kids can get real on-the-job training as young 

leaders.  Elementary school kids get to see amazing role models and 

then have the opportunity to become one themselves as they get a little 

older. It’s a great system.  Parents and kids feel passionate about it.

 

We are truly grateful for all the wonderful interactions we have with the 

people associated with FUMC.  Ken and Jenya are team players. They 

often take the time to tell a story or impart a teaching to the campers 

who happen to be around them.  Art has been so helpful with his 

organization and responsiveness. All the delightful Sues and Daves 

could not be more of a delight, whether they are helping us understand 

the needs of the church or admiring the kids as they walk by (often in 

some kind of costume.) And then there’s Barbara. She’s just the cat’s 

meow as far as we're concerned.

 

SO thank you, thank you, thank you, First United Methodist for a year 

of fantastic growth and support. We look forward to an even better 

2016.

 

Warmest regards,

John and Susan (Battye)

    1  Pauline Tucker
    6 Barbara Wright
    7 Glenn Reed
  10 Steve Scott
  12 Charles Quackenbush
  13 Connie Parsons
  13  Jenya Westbrook
  14  Barbara Felton
  14  Amanda Timperman
  24  Arthur Laux
  25 Cian Philbrick
  

REMEMBER YOUR VALENTINE 
ON FEBRUARY 14

24  George & Jessie Bennett
25  Art & Nancy (Chesser)Munson

PLANET/SUMMER RANGERS

Our Church Family

Vern and Pastor Sue

Jim New

Pauline Stanley

Sue Newbury

The Walker & Rose Family

John Cansdale

Barry Marshall

Heather Holden

David James

Brian Thompson

Dale Jewell

Mary Merrill

Fred Pettigrew

Rev. Bill & Gayle Gardei

Shawn & Cathy Martin

Family of John Blanchard 

Jane Joubert

The Veilleux Family



BACKPACK MINISTRY/END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER

This program continues to thrive. We are currently serving 73 children total from all 

6 Portsmouth schools. I expect that will grow some over the next few weeks.  We 

have some new volunteers that have joined us, like the Elks Lodge in Portsmouth, 

who now help us deliver the first Friday of every month, as well as the majority of 

the volunteers that have been with the program for years. People seem to really 

love to participate – I know I do!  And the community of Portsmouth continues to 

reach out to help support us financially, through food drives, fundraisers, grants 

(Elks) and contributions from individuals.  We are doing very well financially and 

should have no problem funding the program this year.  One new fundraising event 

that we will be part of this year is called Spinning for Generosity and should be fun.

If you would like to get involved in this ministry or learn more about it, please 

contact me directly at jen_b76@yahoo.com

Blessings,

Jen Berry, Backpack Ministry Coordinator

 Our Mission…Is to empower families with children experiencing homelessness to 

achieve lasting self-sufficiency. Our Vision… Seacoast Family Promise envisions a 

community in which every family has a home, a livelihood, and a chance to build a 

better future together. Following are some facts about the Seacoast Family 

Promise program. More than 900 volunteers and 22 congregations participate, 

donating more than 14,000 volunteer hours per year.

• Hosting congregations are located in Brentwood, Exeter, Greenland, Hampton, 
North Hampton, Portsmouth, Rye, and Stratham.

• Can house a maximum of 14 individuals, making up a total of 5 homeless 
families at a time.

• Served 190 homeless families (586 children and adults) in eleven years.
• 346 of SFP guests have been children under the age of 18 with 178 of those 

being under the age of 5. 
• In 2014: 

o SFP responded to 259 referrals
o SFP served 48 adults and children making up 14 families.
o SFP provided overnight shelter in the amount of 3,290 bed nights and 

served 9,870 meals.
o 63% of the guests were children. 
o 46% of SFP guests were children under the age of 5. 
o 64% of SFP guests were from Rockingham or Strafford County.
o 80% of SFP guests secured permanent or transitional housing at their exit 
o 72% of adult guests secured or maintained employment while in our 

program. 
o The average length of stay in 2014 was 94 days.

From these facts, you can see how many lives are being improved by this program.  

God is doing great work through us and our long-term partner in this ministry – 

Temple Israel! I want to thank my long-term volunteers who have continued to 

support this very important ministry!  Our next host week is from February 7 -

February 14. if you think you might like to help and experience the joy of changing 

people’s lives, please contact me at jen_b76@yahoo.com  

Jennifer Berry, Coordinator



A Bible Study is being 
offered for three 
Sundays, February 28, 
March 6 and March 13.
Watch for details in the 
Sunday bulletins.

Come and join us 
on Shrove 
Tuesday, February 
9 at 6:00 PM for a 
Pancake Supper. 
There is 
no charge.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 -  6:00 PM SHROVE PANCAKE SUPPER

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 - 7:00 PM ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  21 - UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 - MARCH 13 - LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

SATURDAY, MARCH 19 - 5:00-6:30 PM LASAGNA SUPPER (OPEN TO PUBLIC)

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 - 10:00 PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 - 10:00 EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, MAY 7 - QUILT/ART SHOW (Pastor Sue is asking for someone to 

CoChair this event with her.)

The Flower Chart is posted in 
the narthex. There are dates 
available. Please choose a 
Sunday you would like to 
have flowers on the altar for 
the worship service and let 
Barbara in the office know 
what you would like printed 
in the bulletin. You may bring 
your own or they may be 
ordered through the office for 
$20.00. Please make checks 
payable to First UMC and 
designate the payment is for 
Altar Flowers.



1:00 AA
4:00 Soup Kitchen       
         Team I
7:00 No Choir 
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

12:30 NAM
6:00 Shrove Meal
Council  Following
7:00 PPM
7:00 NA

12:30 NAMI
7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

7:00 Choir
        Rehearsal
7:30 AA

12:30 NAMI
6:00 Finance
7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
 United Meth           
Women

8:00  AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

1:00 AA

8:00  AA

7:00 Choir  
Rehearsal

7:30 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

12:30 NAMI

5;30 & 7:00 PPM
7:30 NA

9:30 Peace Circle

8:00  AA

1:00 AA

10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
      Lenten Study

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

7:00 F.A.

5:30 AA
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7:00 Small Group   
        Rehearsal

7:30 AA

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

 BEACON 
SPONSOR

Gertrude Parkhurst

     Ash Wednesday

7:00 Worship
      Service

5:30 AA
7:00 F.A.

mailto:susanbellery@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:office@fumcporsmouth.net
mailto:office@fumcporsmouth.net
mailto:office@fumcporsmouth.net
http://www.fumcportsmouth.net
http://www.fumcportsmouth.net
http://www.fumcportsmouth.net

