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Don’t forget to order your flowers for Easter! Please leave 
your payment and completed order sheet in the office after 
the church service.  

Last day to order is 
April 9!

Easter Wise (whys)

Why do we hunt for eggs on 

Easter?

The egg was a symbol of the rebirth of the 

earth in pre-Christian celebrations of spring. 

However, the Easter egg itself was defined 

by early Christians as an Easter symbol of 

the resurrection of Jesus: the egg symbol 

was likened to the tomb from which Christ 

arose.

Why do Methodists eat ham on Easter?

Plenty of Christians have no problem with 

eating ham during any time of the year. 

Ham is a pretty common substitute for 

turkey during major holiday meals in the 

U.S.A. (Christmas, thanksgiving, Easter) 

Methodists wouldn't really have any reason 

not to eat ham, and since it's convenient 

and tasty, I'm sure many Methodists eat it 

on Easter. 

Why is Easter called Easter?
It was not until the eighth century A.D. that 
Christians started using the word "Easter" to 
describe a day set aside to celebrate Jesus' 
Resurrection. The name originally had been 
used in reference to a festival honoring 
Eastre, the Teutonic goddess of light and 
spring whose symbol, by the way, was an 
egg. 
Why do people think they need new 
clothes for Easter? 
New converts wore their baptismal robes for 
a week to symbolize their new life in Christ.  
It evolved to wearing new clothes instead of 
donning their robes."Easter is still a huge 
feast day for the church worldwide". 
However,"not having a thing to wear" rarely 
keeps people out of church on Easter or 
any other Sunday. 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/
ancient-traditions-still-influence-easter 

This is from "Plough" which sends me a daily thought 
to ponder.  As  we enter the Easter season I am privileged 
to share it with you. 

The symbol of the cross in the church points to the God 
who was crucified not between two candles on an altar, 
but between two thieves in the place of the skull, where 
the outcasts belong, outside the gates of the city. It does 
not invite thought, but a change of mind. It is a symbol 
which therefore leads out of the church and out of 
religious longing into the fellowship of the oppressed 
and abandoned. On the other hand, it is a symbol 
which calls the oppressed and godless into the church 
and through the church into the fellowship of the 
crucified God. 

Source: The Crucified God Jürgen Moltmann 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/ancient-traditions-still-influence-easter
http://plough.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6bd3334790eff8d8da4188b1&id=3ce9438020&e=002c9e1b63


APRIL CELEBRATIONS

1 Michael Gagnon

1 Roberta Noble

2 PaulaJ Jacobson

3 Megan Brown 

4 Dorothy Fitzpatrick

7 Devin Scott

13 Carson Crisp 

17 Bonnie Timperman

19 Alberto Jentimane

19 Mara Bovee

22 Diane Dublois

23 Joseph Philbrick

26 Amy Bovee

27 Anita Bunting

27 Ashley Janvrin

28 Tim Walker

2 Jim & Evelyn New

24 David & Kathy Brown

25 Jim & Gail Sanders

26 Tim & PennySue Orr

HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday Service April 9    10AM 
Maundy Thursday Meal and Service 6 PM 

Good Friday Service 7 PM 
Easter Service  April 16  10 AM

We invite you to join us for    

coffee and fellowship 

following the service. 

      Cheese, cracker, cookie and 

coffee donations are 

greatly appreciated. 

See Ken Westbrook for more  

information. 

Hear our prayer, Lord

Rory Hutchinson

Jim New

Heather Holden

Brian Thompson

George Stevens

Jane Joubert
Family of John Cansdale
Family of Ludwig Pulaski
Ken Gregoire

Please continue prayers for those in rehab and care facilities. 



Looking for photographs of our 
beautiful church!  

Any season, any service,  
 

any Sunday, inside, outside.
Please email them to 

office@fumcportsmouth.net 
or bring to the office to be scanned 

into our files.

The Saturday 
Night Supper 
Club will met 

Saturday 
April 29 at the 

Old Salt

 Sing with great joy!  

Don’t forget to order your flowers for 

Easter! Please leave your payment and 

completed order sheet in the office after 

the church service.  

Last day to order is 

April 9!

Every Sunday we enjoy having fresh 
flowers that have been given in 
memory, honor or celebration of 
someone special to the church family.  
Please sign up on the Flower Chart in 
the narthex.  

Nurture Committee 
Twice a year our church supports 

our college students with a gift card 
to help them with their expenses. 

Our current students are Carson Crisp,  
Karen Sarosiek  and Scott Stevens. 

If anyone in the congregation would like to make  
a small donation towards the cost please  

speak with Barbara Slater. 
The gift cards will be sent out mid April.

FUMC Office hours 

Betsy Wednesday morning       
Visitation as needed 

PaulaJ Tuesday 5-7 PM           
Wednesday and Friday       
8 AM-noon

TRI-State’s next Resource 
Day is on Saturday, May 6, 
2017 at FUMC, especially 
designed for lay folk in our 
congregations.  See SueS or 
PaulaJ for more information 

mailto:office@fumcportsmouth.net


Dear FUMC
Thanks for all your hard work during the 2016 sales period. We 
apologize to any of you who did not receive the quality of pumpkins 
you have been accustomed to arriving at your patch.  many of you 
also did not receive the minis, spookie, gourds and other 
ornamentals.
The quality of the Texas and Colorado pumpkins we grew to 
supplement the Farmington, NM crop, lacked the quality and shelf 
life of the pumpkins grown at a higher altitude.  The canal break at 
the Farmington, NM facility was a major problem in so many ways.
Thanks for sticking with us during this difficult year.  We are 
thankful to have survived both the canal break in Farmington and 
the hail storms in Texas and Colorado that wiped out our mini, 
spookie and gourd crops.  There were times during the year that I 
was afraid that most of our Greensboro staff would lose their jobs.
We are thankful that we survived.  We are looking forward to 
recovering in coming years.
We are aware of how much effort many of you put into you 
Pumpkin Patch.  We are dedicated to providing you with the best 
selection possible. 2017 will be our 42nd year.  We are proud to be 
part of a partnership that has benefitted so many good causes.
Thank you,
Richard Hamby

As the days of Lent pass by and we prepare our 
hearts for the emotional days of Holy Week we 
should remember to renew our promises and 
efforts to the sacrifices made for us by Jesus 

Christ. Do we feel worthy of receiving such love 
from God?  Have we kept our hearts open to 

observe Lent in a holy manner?  Have we served?  
Here are a few more suggestions to renew our 

desire for repentance during this season of Lent. 
5. Serve others. Find an organization you want to 
help, sign up and volunteer. 
6. Visit the lonely.  Jesus taught us to treat others 
gently. the joy you give, and receive, will be 
tremendous. 
7. Read some of Wesley’s sermons about the 
Sermon on the Mount.  They will give you a sense 
of what it means to be a United Methodist in his 
tradition. 
8. Say “Thank you”  to everyone! 

you can go online to learn more about Lenten traditions

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/lent-quiz

Beacon Sponsors  
Jessie Bennett 
Brenda West

BASIC LAY SERVANT CLASS
 First United Methodist Church

Elliot, ME 
April 29 and May 6

Anyone interesting in becoming a lay servant
please see Sue Sarosiek 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/lent-quiz
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